
PHL 219: REASONING AND ARGUMENTATION 
FALL 2019 

 
Classroom 

• Popplewell 102 
Meeting Days and Time 

• MWF 1:00-1:50 
Office Hours:   

• M-F 11:00am – 12:00 pm 
• By appointment 

Dr. Jim Okapal 
Dept. of Philosophy and Religion 

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
Missouri Western State University 

Office:  Popplewell Hall 114B 
Telephone:  816-271-4155 

email:  jokapal@missouriwestern.edu 

 
 
Course Description: The introduction of skills to identify, evaluate, and create arguments.  
 
Course Objectives:  

1. To familiarize students with logical concepts such as premise, conclusion, argument and validity 
2. To familiarize students with different forms of deductive and inductive arguments 
3. To familiarize students with critical analysis of argumentative texts  
4. To develop basic skills for writing argumentative papers  

 
Required Texts:  

• Vaughn:  The Power of Critical Thinking, 5th Edition 
• Various files on WebCT 

 
Grading 
 A= 90%-100% B= 80%-89% C=70%-79% D= 60%-69% F=59% and below 
 
Assignments/Points       

Assignment Your Score Points Assignment Your Score Points 
Test 1—Chap 1   50 Paper 1 Intro  10 
Test 2—Chap 3   50 Paper 1 M&M  10 
Test 3—Chap 6   50 Paper 1 Final  30 
Test 4—Chap 5   50 Paper 2  50 
Test 5—Chap 8   50 Paper 3 Intro  10 

Short Critical Outline   10 Paper 3 M&M  10 
Long Critical Outline   20 Paper 3 Final  30 
Total—Test+Outline  280 Total—Papers  150 

      
Total—Test+Outline  280    

Total—Papers  150    
Course Total  430    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week Date Reading Topic Other 

Week 1 
8-26   Intro   
8-28 pp 3-10 Chap 1   
8-30 pp 10-20 Chap 1   

Week 2 
9-2 NO CLASS   
9-4 Essay  pp 455-6 Critical Outlines   
9-6   Review Short Outline Due 

Week 3 
9-9     Test 1 

9-11 58-78 Chap 3  
9-13 79-85 Chap 3  

Week 4 
9-16  Levin   Work Day 
9-18 Pojman    
9-21   Review Long  Outline Due  

Week 5 
9-23     Test 2 
9-25  pp 539-54  Writing   
9-27     Writing Outline Due 

Week 6 
9-30   Editing  
10-2 pp 193-218 Chap 6  
10-4   (Translations)   

Week 7 
10-7   (Truth Tables)   
10-9    (Truth Tables)   

10-11  Symbolic  Supplement     

Week 8 
10-14   Review   
10-16   Review   
10-18     Test 3 

Week 9 
10-21   Argument Analysis Paper   
10-23   Introduction Paper 1 Intro Due 
10-25   Method & Material Paper 1 M&M Due 

Week 
10 

10-28     In Class Writing 
10-30 pp 155-78 Chap 5 Paper 1 Final Due 
11-1   Chap 5   

Week 
11 

11-4   Chap 5   
11-6   Review   
11-8     Test 4 

Week 
12 

11-11 264 - 289 Chap 8 (Induction) Paper 2 Due 
11-13   Chap 8 (Analogy)   
11-15   Begin in Class  Test 5 

Week 
13 

11-18 319-356 Chap 9  Hand in Test 5 
11-20 319-356     
11-22   ITTBE in History   

  Fall Break  

Week 
14 

12-2   Second Amendment   
12-4   In Class Writing Paper 3 Intro due 
12-6   In Class Writing  Paper 3 M&M Due 

 



PHL 219 Graded Assignments 
 

Readings for Critical Outlines and Some Papers 
Each of you will choose one article that will be the basis of the Short Critical Outline, the Long Critical Outline, 
paper 2, and paper 3. Your choices are as follows 

• Michael Levin: “Why Homosexuality is Immoral” 
• Louis Pojman: “In Defense of the Death Penalty” 

Each assignment involves preparing materials in order to show that one argument in the paper is faulty. 
Choose wisely since once you pick a paper you are stuck with it for the entire semester. 

 
Short Critical Outline 
Identify the following: 

• Topics (2 pts) 
• Theses (2 pts) 
• Key terms (1 pts) 
• Reasons (1 pts) 

• Data (2 pts) 
• Assumptions (1 pts) 
• Implications (1 pts)

 
Long Critical Outline  
Identify the following: 

• Topics, revised (1 pts) 
• Theses, revised (1 pts) 
• Key terms (2 pts) 
• Arguments, revised in wfa (2 pts) 
• Data (2 pts) 

• Assumptions, revised (1 pts) 
• Implications, revised (1 pts) 
• Summary (2 pts) 
• 2 Criticisms (4 pts) 
• 2 Responses to criticism (4 pts)

 
 

 
General Comment about all paper assignments 

All graded assignments must be word processed, printed out and complete. If you only have 
handwritten material or if it is incomplete, you receive 0 points for the assignment 

 
Paper 1 Argument analysis 

• Introduction 
o Author, Title, Author Topic, Author Thesis, Your Thesis 

• M&M Section 
o Write out Levin’s or Pojman’s arguments in valid forms.   

• Final draft 
o Write a 800-1200 word essay in which you critically evaluate the argument (i.e. give me reasons 

to reject one or more premises) without using fallacies.  
o As part of the criticism, assume that your audience has not read the essay 

 

 



Paper 2  Argument analysis--Fallacies 
• This is exactly the same as paper 2 with these following modifications: 

o The critiqued argument must be different from the one used in paper 2 
o The critique involves pointing out that argument commits specific fallacies.   

• As part of the criticism, assume that your audience has not read the essay and does not know anything 
about the specific fallacies you mention (though the audience does know the definition of ‘fallacy’). 

o You must develop and illustration of the fallacy in the paper before showing that the argument 
commits the fallacy 

 
Paper 3 Infernce to the best explanation 
General Instructions 

• Read all materials related to one of the following 
o American History—Second Amendment 
o European History— 
o History of Philosophy— 

• Pick two of the following criteria: 
o External Consistency, Fruitfulness (fecundity), Scope, Simplicity, Conservatism 

• Write a 1200-1500 word paper comparing the two theories with the two criteria 
 
Outline of paper 

• Introduction (topic, mention each criterion, your thesis) 
• M&M 1 (Name and description of one Criterion) 
• Body 1 (Explain interpretation 1 and how it does on the criterion, then repeat for interpretation 2) 
• M&M 2 (Name and description of one Criterion) 
• Body 2 (Explain interpretation 1 and how it does on the criterion, then repeat for interpretation 2) 
• Conclusion 

 
Special requirement 

• When you hand in your M&M assignment, this should be two separate paragraphs given the outline I 
have indicated above. 

 

 
Study Guide for Exams 

General Comments 
• All the exams, unless otherwise noted, will have problems based on specific exercise sections in the 

textbook Critical Thinking. 
o Not doing these exercise will likely have a strong correlation to not doing well on the exam  

• In addition, all exams will have a terminology section that requires the student to provide definitions 
for selected terms.   

o As part of your education, you need to develop the skill of determining which terms are the 
important ones to study so I will not provide a list of such terms or their definitions. 

 
TEST 1 Basic Concepts 

• Vaughn exercises: 1.3; 1.4, 1.6, 1.7 
• Additional Problems—critical outlines 
• Converting into well-formed arguments.   

 



TEST 2 Deduction, Induction, Validity, Counter-examples 
• Vaughn Exercises: 3.2; 3.3, 3.4, 3.5; 3.6; 3.7 

 
TEST 3 Deductive Reasoning: Truth-Tables 

• Vaughn Exercises: 6.2; 6.6; 6.7, 6.8; 6.9 
• Additional Problems—statement relations 

 
TEST 4 Fallacies 

• Vaughn Exercises: 5.2; 5.3 
 
TEST 5 Inductive Reasoning: Enumerative Induction, Analogy and Causal 

• Vaughn Exercises: 8.1, 8.2; 8.6; 8.7; 8.8 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Thematic Standards for Social Science Education Majors 
For those students intending to teach History and the Social Sciences at the secondary level, please be aware that the 
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) requires the promotion of ten thematic standards that are designed 
especially to assist students who are preparing for such a teaching career. These ten thematic standards are: 

1. Culture and cultural diversity; 
2. Time, continuity, and change; 
3. People, places, and environments; 
4. Individual development and identity; 
5. Individuals, groups, and institutions 
6. Power, authority, and governance; 
7. Production, distribution, and consumption; 
8. Science, technology, and society; 
9. Global connections; 
10. Civic ideals and practices. 

Since this is a history methods course, not a history content course, none of the ten NCSS thematic standards are 
relevant to the material covered by this syllabus. Even so, the mastery of the skills taught in this course are necessary for 
students wishing to teach history at any level. 
 
Students in secondary education are responsible for keeping all quizzes, papers, and examinations as artifacts for their 
electronic portfolios. 
 
Classroom Recording Policy 
The course materials that I author, including, but not limited to, PowerPoint slides, Panopto recordings, Moodle screen 
shots, class hand-outs, web-based and social media content, and course syllabi, are my intellectual property and are 
protected by copyright law. Students in the course may download and make copies of my course materials for the 
course student’s own use. 
 
Inclement Weather and Illness Policy 
In the event that the instructor is unable to make it to a scheduled class session, you will be notified through your 
university email account, when possible. The email will contain instructions for what you are to do in lieu of coming to 
class that day. 
 
 
 



Attendance: University Statement 
“Missouri Western State University has the expectation that students should be active participants in their coursework. 
Regular class attendance is considered a key element of participation and an essential part of the educational experience” 
(MWSU Catalogue) 
 
Attendance: Course Statement 
This course has no mandatory attendance policy. 
 
Make-Up Exam Policy 
Two days each semester will be provided for make-up quizzes and tests:  one before mid-term grades, the other prior to 
final exams.  Contact the instructor before the scheduled test date or as soon as possible after the test about the prospect 
of a make-up.  Make-up tests will be given solely at the discretion of the instructor. Depending on the circumstances, the 
instructor may require documentation explaining why the student missed a scheduled test date.  As a rule, only one make-
up per student per semester will be allowed.  Remember, a make-up is a privilege, not a right. 
 
Classroom Behavior Guidelines 

• Arrive to class on time.  You may be marked absent for late arrival. 
• Pay attention and participate. Do not engage in social discussion, in person or with electronic devices, during class.  
• If you have a cell phone or a pager, please ensure that it is turned off while class is in session.   
• See the Student Handbook section concerning Student Code of Conduct for additional details. 

 
Academic Honesty, Due Process, and Grade Appeal 

• “Academic honesty is required in all academic endeavors. Violations of academic honesty include any instance of 
plagiarism, cheating, seeking credit for another’s work, falsifying documents or academic records, or any other 
fraudulent classroom activity.” (MWSU Student Handbook) 

• “Violations of academic honesty may result in a failing grade on the assignment, failure in the course, or 
expulsion from school. When a student’s grade has been affected, violations of academic honesty will be 
reported to the Provost or the designated representative.” (MWSU Student Handbook) 

• For more details concerning Departmental Grade Appeal Procedure, see “GRADE APPEAL PROCEDURE 
MATERIALS” which is filed in Popplewell 115. 

• For more details see  
o https://www.missouriwestern.edu/studentaffairs/wp-content/uploads/sites/292/2014/02/handbook.pdf. 

• For information about Academic Regulations and Standards Committee, go to 
o  https://www.missouriwestern.edu/facsenate/academic-regulations/. 

 
Students with Disabilities 
Students seeking accommodations must first provide documentation of needed accommodations to the Accessibility 
Resource Center (ARC) located in Eder Hall, Suite 203. Once accommodations have been approved by the ARC, students 
are responsible for notifying their instructors of those accommodations.  This should be done within the first two weeks 
of classes.  Accommodations are not retroactive. 
 
A Note on Harassment, Discrimination and Sexual Misconduct 
Consistent with its mission, Missouri Western seeks to assure all community members learn and work in a welcoming and 
inclusive environment.  Title VII, Title IX and University policy prohibit harassment, discrimination and sexual misconduct. 
Missouri Western encourages anyone experiencing harassment, discrimination or sexual misconduct to talk to someone 
from the Campus and Local Resources list found in the Student Handbook about what happened so they can get the 
support they need and Missouri Western can respond appropriately.  
 
There are both confidential and non-confidential resources and reporting options available to you. Missouri Western is 
legally obligated to respond to reports of sexual misconduct, and therefore we cannot guarantee the confidentiality of a 
report, unless made to a confidential resource.  Responses may vary from support services to formal investigations.   As a 
faculty member, I am required to report incidents of sexual misconduct and thus cannot guarantee confidentiality. I must 



provide our Title IX coordinator with relevant details such as the names of those involved in the incident.  For more 
information about policies and resources or reporting options, see the MWSU sexual-misconduct policy 
 
Students have received information via email regarding training regarding Title IX.  Student employees may have 
additional required training.  Please follow the link in the email sent to your MWSU student account to complete the 
training.  Students who do not complete the training will receive a hold on their account, prohibiting future semester 
enrollment until the training is complete.   These training courses will ensure that all students are appropriately educated 
about these important regulations.  
 
Meeting Basic Needs 
Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or who lacks a 
safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance in the course, is urged to contact 
the Dean of Students, 226 Blum Student Union,  for a list of resources and 
support. https://www.missouriwestern.edu/studentaffairs/ 
 
You can also contact Shana Meyer, Vice President for Student Affairs, slmeyer@missouriwestern.edu 
 
The Campus Cupboard is a free resource with pantry and hygiene items, located at 214 Blum Student Union. 
The pantry is typically open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2-4 pm and by appointment. You can stop by the 
Vice President for Student Affairs Office, Blum 228, to contact the Dean of Students with questions or 
concerns. Furthermore, please notify the professor if you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable your 
professor to connect you with the resources you need. 
 
Pregnancy 
Missouri Western State University does not discriminate against any student on the basis of pregnancy, 
parenting or related conditions. Absences due to medical conditions relating to pregnancy, and recovery from 
pregnancy, will be excused for as long as deemed medically necessary by a student’s doctor. Students will be 
given the opportunity to make up missed work. Pregnant or parenting students needing assistance should 
contact the Title IX Coordinator, Adam McGowan at 816-271-4432 in Blum Student Union 228. 


