Montella E. Smith, J.D.

4525 Downs Drive, St. Joseph, Missouri 64507
Office: 816-271-4434
Msmith84@missouriwestern.edu
EDUCATION


University of Baltimore School of Law, Baltimore, MD


J.D. cum laude, May 2007



Academic:
GPA 3.41


Class Rank:
56 of 297 (19%)

Activities:
Phi Delta Phi, Member


University of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD


B.A., summa cum laude, Jurisprudence, May 2004



Honors:  
Alpha Chi National College Honor Scholarship Society




   
Dean’s List: Spring 2003; Fall 2003 





Merit Award: 2003-2004

                                            Activities:  Jurisprudence Association, Secretary


Community College of Baltimore County, Dundalk, MD


A.A.S., summa cum laude, Paralegal Studies, August 2001


Catonsville Community College, Catonsville, MD


A.A., magna cum laude, Criminal Justice, 1984

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Missouri Western State University, Saint Joseph, Missouri
Associate Professor (Tenured) August 2019 to Present.
Assistant Professor, May 2013 to August 2019.
Undergraduate Courses taught: Criminal Investigations, Criminal Law, Police Procedures, Police Administration, Evidence, Criminal Justice Concepts and Issues, and Police Liability.
Graduate Courses taught: Crime Scene Investigation; Criminal Investigation, Profiling and Behavioral Analysis, Criminal Law, Evidence, Criminal Procedure, Courtroom Testimony and Procedures, Internship, Research and Publication, Forensic Capstone.
Community College of Baltimore County, Dundalk, MD
Adjunct Faculty, January 2002 to Fall 2012

Courses taught: Criminal Law and Procedure, Constitutional Law, Introduction to Legal Research and Writing, Advanced Legal Research, Workers’ Compensation, and Introduction to Law in the Paralegal Studies Program (ABA Approved Program.
Baltimore County Police Academy, Dundalk, MD

Maryland Police Training Commission Certified Instructor, November 1992 to July 1996. Developed and taught 80-hour Criminal Law and Procedure course to entry level police recruits. Also taught In-Service Training, Specialized Training, Firearms Training, and Use of Force to veteran police officers.
CONFERENCES AND Presentations
Smith, Montella E.; Leighandra Hazlett (March 2020), Police Body Cameras Increase Violent Crime Rates.  Research and presentation accepted for the Annual Meeting of Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, San Antonio, Texas. Meeting cancelled due to COVID-19 Pandemic.
Smith, Montella E.; Britane Hubbard, Leighandra Hazlett (March 2019), Police Body Cameras; The Death of Discretion. Research and presentation accepted for the Annual Meeting of Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Baltimore, Maryland. 
Smith, Montella E.; William Lockwood (March 2017), Psychology of a Crime. Presentation regarding the murder investigation of Penny Lee.  Annual Meeting of Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Kansas City, Missouri.
Smith, Montella E., (March 2016), Using a Virtual Organization to Deliver Online Content and Create an Applied Learning Environment. Presentation made at International Meeting of Academic and Business Research Institute, San Antonio, TX.
Smith, Montella E., (March 2015), Truth and Unintended Consequences of Body Cameras. Presentation made at Annual Meeting of Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Orlando, Florida.

Smith, Montella E., (March 2014), Preparing Future Officers to Confront Corruption. Presentation made at Annual Meeting of Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Philadelphia, PA.

Publications

Smith, Montella E., Using Virtual Organizations to Deliver Online Content, Academic and Business Research Institute Journal of Instructional Pedagogy. Submitted for review.

Walen, Alec D.; Smith, Montella E., (January 2004), A Recent Exoneration Underlines a Basic Truth: As Long as We Have a Death Penalty We Will Inevitably Execute the Innocent. Findlaw Supreme Court Legal Commentary. https://supreme.findlaw.com/legal-commentary/a-recent-exoneration-underlines-a-basic-truth.html
CASE REVIEWS

Matter of Dusty D. Baker, (May 2018 to July 2018).

At the request of a retired social worker I reviewed police reports, police communications records, body cam footage, crime scene photographs, and witness statements concerning the reported suicide of Dusty Baker.  There was a concern that Mr. Baker’s death was not a suicide. Although there are concerns about how the police investigated the matter, all of the available evidence supports that Mr. Baker’s death was a suicide.

Matter of James Russell (Nov 2018 to Dec 2018).

An investigative reporter from Fox 4, WDAF TV in Kansas City, MO contacted me concerning the death of a young man named James Russell. The reporter was suspicious that the local police did not conduct a proper investigation of Mr. Russell’s death and hastily ruled the death a suicide. Mr. Russell was on the railway of the BNSF when he was struck by a train. I met with the reporter and reviewed police reports, medical examiner reports, and medical records related to the investigation and findings. I concurred that the police did not conduct a thorough investigation of the death and that evidence indicated accidental death or possibly even a homicide. 

I suggested that the reporter try to obtain mobile phone records for cell tower triangulation and text messaging. Also, that she obtain a copy of the BNSF report as well as the MRI and other medical records.

I exchanged many emails and phone calls with the reporter and met once again to review additional records. All records indicated that the death was not suicide, but accidental. Notwithstanding, the investigating agency insisted the death was a suicide. 

At my suggestion the reporter contacted the medical examiner’s office and was able to discuss the matter with a pathologist. The pathologist agreed that there was insufficient evidence to rule the death a suicide. After some wrangling, the reporter was able to obtain a copy of the death certificate which indicated the official cause of death was accidental and manner of death was severe trauma from the train accident. 

The family of the deceased was relieved to learn that the official ruling was accidental and not suicide. 

Research Projects and Forensic Capstone
Since AY 2018 I have supervised 27 student research projects related to Forensic Investigations and 15 Forensic Capstone projects. Highlights include critical review of the crime scene investigations, fact investigations, policy considerations, and overall quality and impact of high-profile investigations such as Michael Brown, George Floyd, Scott Peterson, and Nicole Brown-Simpson.
MEDIA INTERVIEWS

KNPN Fox News, St. Joseph. Interviewed regarding the use of military surplus vehicles by domestic law enforcement. Interview focused on the need for such vehicles in active shooter events to rescue victims and apprehend the shooter. Segment aired on local television.

National Public Radio. A station in California interviewed me regarding the police actions in Baltimore, Maryland that lead to the in-custody death of an arrestee and the indictment of 6 Baltimore Police Officers. Unfortunately, my segment did not air due to time restraints of the radio broadcast.

KNPN Fox News, St. Joseph. Interviewed regarding the purpose, procedure, and history of the Grand Jury System and how the grand jury might apply to the controversial Officer Darren Wilson/Michael Brown shooting in Ferguson, Missouri. Segment aired on local television.

Saint Joseph News Press. Interviewed regarding the use of body cameras by police officers. Topic was focused on how cameras can help document critical incidents, but cameras have limitations and only capture what is within the field of view.  Concerns include confidential information that police or victims, such as child abuse and sexual assault, may not want made public. Excerpts from the interview were used in an article published in the newspaper.
Curriculum RevisionS
Fall 2020

Master of Applied Science, Forensic Investigation Program. Program was revised to allow completion completely online if a student so desired. A new course, LAW 570 Criminal Investigative Methods was added to the Core. Changes were made in light of student requests, challenges posed by the COVID-19 Pandemic, and challenges posed by budget reductions. It is anticipated that having an online option will increase enrollment as many members of the United States Armed Forces are interested in the program. Revisions are scheduled to be implemented for the Fall 2021 semester.
Fall 2017

Masters of Applied Science, Forensic Investigation Program. Complete revision of MASFI program from 36 credits to a 32-credit program.  Changes included increasing core to 23 credits and limiting restricted electives to 9 credits. Revision allows students to complete the degree in three semesters.  Changes resulted from input from stake holders in the forensic and law enforcement community, and academic needs of the students. Proposal was accepted and implemented for the Fall 2018 semester.
LEGAL EXPERIENCE

Law Offices of Jayson A. Soobitsky, P.A.

MDG Corporate Centre I

8850 Columbia 100 Parkway, Suite 303

Columbia, MD 21045
Attorney, December 2007 to June 2013
University of Baltimore School of Law

Civil Advocacy Clinic I & II

40 W. Chase Street

Baltimore, MD 21201

Rule 16 Student Attorney, Fall 2006, Spring 2007

Law Offices of Jayson A. Soobitsky, P.A.

MDG Corporate Centre I

8850 Columbia 100 Parkway, Suite 303

Columbia, MD 21045


Law Clerk, May 2006 to December 2007
University of Baltimore ATLA Mock Trial Team

Spring 2006

Judicial EXPLOR Program
The Honorable Judge Lenore Gelfman

Circuit Court for Howard County Maryland

8360 Court Avenue

Ellicott City, MD 21043

Intern, Summer 2005
Community College of Baltimore County, Dundalk, MD


Paralegal Internship, Spring 2001

Completed 120-hour paralegal internship in the Baltimore County Police Department’s Legal Section. Researched legal issues, and drafted pleadings and legal memoranda relating to administrative hearings under the Law Enforcement Officers’ Bill of Rights.
PRIOR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE


Baltimore County Police Department, Baltimore County, MD


Police Officer, August 27, 1983 to January 16, 2004

Retired at rank of Detective Sergeant. Primary assignments: Planning and Research; Criminal Investigations Division; Training Division; Patrol.
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Saint Joseph, Missouri United States Bowling Congress Board of Directors

Director August 2015 to May 2017
Participate in growing the sport of American Ten Pin Bowling and management of the Association.
Community College of Baltimore County, Dundalk, MD 2010-2013

Advisory Board Member, School of Justice


Participate in curriculum development and strategic planning

ACTIVITIES/INTERESTS

American Ten Pin Bowling
Major and Minor League Baseball

Music & Guitar

N-Scale Model Railroading
