


Fig. 2. The author (Tilottama 
Roy) collecting sampks from an 
hcrbarium preserved specimen 
at NY. 

closed to visitors, due to the pandemic, almost immediately after we came back from our trip. We were able to 
collect -40 samples, mostly of members of the genus Agalinis, as well as some mint taxa during this trip. These 
samples proved to be of immense value to us and played a crucial role in allowing us to continue research in my 
lab at Missouri Western throughout the year. We did not have to worry about going out to do field collections in 
order to sustain our research, since we had a steady supply of herbarium preserved plant materials for this purpose. 

I hope my musings above on the uses of herbarium samples as an alternative to field collection, especially under 
adverse conditions, wiJJ encourage other faculty at similar PUis to consider them as a very crucial resource for 
molecular phylogenetics research. This can prove to be a redeeming feature for such research projects in multiple 
aspects, including minimizing time, etf ort, and financial resources that are usually involved in field c.oUcction. 
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