TO:  
Dr. James Scanlon, President

FROM:  
Bob Hughs, Student Representative to the Board of Regents

DATE: 
November 17, 2004

SUBJECT: 
Report to the Board of Regents for November

The students at Western have been taking their future into their own hands this semester. This enthusiasm can be seen in the students.  To me the most remarkable grasp of the future can be seen in the freshman class.   So what are many of these freshmen doing this semester besides their studies and community service?  Many are helping out on the Missouri Western name change committee.  

While I cannot name all the students that have assisted so far, I want to name those that have been the most enthusiastic. The committee’s core individuals consist of Scanlon Service Scholar award recipient Robert Martin from Gower.  Robert is a member of Alpha Sigma Phi and is part of a speaker’s bureau who has been visiting clubs and organizations on campus for nearly three weeks.  Many freshman students make up the club Scribes & Muses and this reading and writing club is busy drafting many of the letters that will be going to the legislators in January.  Freshman Luke Herrington from Kansas City is leading that group in a positive direction.  Senior Brian Parrish who has been active in a computer group called MATRIX, and now has brought together over thirty people to form AITP.  The Association of Information Technology Professionals (AITP) are working on the website that will be ready to be used after the Thanksgiving break.

Nearly four hundred students have heard the facts of the name change in personal talks and many are ready to contact their legislators.  In addition to having the opportunity to talk with many students, I have been overwhelmed by the sense of pride students have for this institution that is reflected in the thoughtful questions the students are asking.  

Students for a Change

The student initiative to address the University status has been an energetic process.  Students from different groups have already succeeded in coming together as a team.  They are acting as leaders and are succeeding.  With the help of Senator Charlie Shields, the students are being kept in the loop.  That we are grateful for, because trusting your legislator to keep you informed about the issues is critical to this student effort. The vision that the students have is far reaching and their achievements will continue to be felt by Northwest Missouri well after they graduate.

