Suggestions for Students that Promote Engagement with Source Material
Think about the information presented to you as you read and take notes. Think: how could I use this information to bolster my argument? Think, too: Is my argument stale based on what I am reading? Do I need a new angle? 

Be selective in what you mark on the page and what you write down. Remember, there is only so much material that you can actually use. If you use too much of someone else's research, you can be accused of plagiarism. If you summarize too much of what is considered generally known information, you aren't doing your primary job as a researcher: exploring and arguing for a particular position. 

Always write something before you really do a lot of reading. Writing before you gather information helps you sort out what you want to explore, what questions you want to answer, what arguments you already have in mind to make.
Always write something after you finish reading and taking notes over a source. At the bottom of your notes, write a sentence or two saying how you can use the source in your own paper, including any new arguments that now occur to you. Note, too, if the source leaves you with questions to which you need to find answers. 

Use the standard paragraph format as a fill-in-the-blank way to write your body paragraphs quickly. The format will guide you to touch on each of the important items needed in a well rounded paragraph

Don't worry about HOW you are saying something; only about WHAT you are saying. Remember, you'll refine your prose and even your ideas as you revise. 

If you're still struggling for the "right words," stop writing that section and go on to an easier to write section. Complicated ideas may need to ferment in your subconscious for a while longer.
Questions to Ask of Your Sources

These questions and suggestions are meant to be a guide to the kinds of information you might write down about your source material:
Questions:

· What one or two pieces of factual information does this source give you that you could use for background information in your paper?
· What one or two pieces of factual information does this source give you that you can use to help prove your own argument? 

· What one or two pieces of factual information does this source give you that prove that your argument is NOT valid? How will you handle this information in your paper?
· What one or two points does this source make that you might make a rebuttal to and why? 

· What one or two arguments does this source make that mirror your own argument, at least in part? How will this help your own argument?
· What one particularly apt quotation might you incorporate into your paper from this source and why?
Writing Suggestions:

· Pick a quote or paraphrase from the source with which you either agree or disagree (or have mixed feelings) and write an incorporation for that material that includes your own opinion or your own response to the idea.
· Write a quick paragraph in which you make one of your sub points and use the information in this article to back up your point. 

· Write a quick paragraph in which you argue against an idea, point, or argument made in this source. 

· Write a quick paragraph in which you compare or contrast an idea, point, or argument in this article with a similar or contrasting idea, point, or argument in a second source on the same topic.

· Write out a question this source raised for you about your topic and explain why you must answer this question in your own analysis.
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