Paragraph Revision Workshop
Working with the paragraphs you've already written, try the following revision techniques to fine tune your material:
1. Have you begun each paragraph with an arguable assertion that acts as a strong topic sentence for the paragraph? If not, either revise the first sentence into a statement that continues the argument of your overall thesis, find a statement within the paragraph that acts as an arguable assertion and move it to the beginning of the paragraph, or create a topic sentence for the paragraph and place it at the beginning.

2. If you have begun a paragraph with a quote or other fact or source material, cross it out or move it to its proper place in the middle of the paragraph. 
3. Have you fully explained your paragraph's point? How can you develop your argument better? Is it possible that this paragraph needs a lot of explanation to develop your argument or point before you give any supporting evidence, and therefore should be an explanatory paragraph? Write in any necessary expansions and explanations.

4. Go through your paragraph and circle the identifying information for your source material, including the names of the authors and the titles of their works. Have you introduced each source? If not, either create a bridge or introduction to the source material or expand the information on the source that you already have. For example, if you put "Harold Jones states" followed by a quote, add in info about Mr. Jones, as in:
The controversial linguist, Harold Jones, states in his article, "The Reasons We All Talk Differently," that "XXX" (186). 


Remember to put in the necessary parenthetical information (page refs, etc) as well. 

5. Looking carefully at your paragraphs, where do you spend too much time on irrelevant detail that doesn't promote your argument? For example, are your quotes and source summaries too long and have unnecessary information? If so, cross out the unnecessary bits and revise the remainder into fluid, full sentences, using proper MLA ellipsis in your quoted material. 

6. Have you explained the significance of your evidence and tied it back to the point of the paragraph? If not, do so now.

7. Look at the closing sentence of each paragraph. Does it summarize the point or lead naturally to your next paragraph's point? If not, work out a good summary/transition.

Exercise created by Patricia Donaher, Missouri Western State University. Feel free to borrow, adapt, or share with appropriate acknowledgment.
