Practice Source Incorporation Exercise
Choose one of the quotes on the science of romance with which you strongly agree or disagree. Incorporate a part of the quote or a paraphrase of the quote into a statement in which you assert your agreement/disagreement (or mixed feelings) by utilizing one of the following incorporation templates adapted from Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein's They Say/I Say: Moves that Matter in Academic Writing (167-168).  

Agreement Templates:

A. I agree with __________________________________________ that _____________

_______________________________________________________________________

because _________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.

B. ____________________________________________________'s theory of _______

_______________________________________________________________________

is extremely useful because it sheds light on ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________.

C. I agree with __________________________________________ that  ____________

_______________________________________________________________________, a point that needs emphasizing since so many people believe ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________. 

Disagreement Templates:

A. I think ______________________________________________is mistaken in saying _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ because she/he overlooks __________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________. 

B. _____________________________________________________'s claim that _____

_______________________________________________________________________

rests upon the questionable assumption that ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________. 

C. By focusing on _______________________________________________________. _____________________________________________________overlooks the deeper problem of _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________.
Agree and Disagree Templates:
A. Although I agree with __________________________________________ about ___

_______________________________________________________________________, he/she seems on more dubious ground when he/she claims that ____________________

_______________________________________________________________________. 
B. Although I disagree with ____________________________________________ when he/she says ______________________________________________________________, I fully endorse his/her conclusion that _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________. 
Exercise Adaptation by Patricia Donaher, Missouri Western State University. Feel free to borrow, adapt, or share with appropriate acknowledgment.

A Valentine's Day Selection of Quotations

All the following quotes appear in the January 28, 2008 issue of Time magazine, designated as the "Annual Mind & Body Special Issue: The Science of Romance":

Jeffrey Kluger, "Why We Love," page 56: 

"We're suckers for a pretty face--and a lot more. Men prefer women with large breasts and a low waist-to-hip ratio, which are seen as signs of fertility. Women like men with muscular shoulders, a broad chest and a full beard. These are signs of strength and a healthy flow of virility-inducing testosterone."

Belinda Luscombe, "Why We Flirt," page 65:

"Firting is a decaf affair, a way of feeling more alive, more vital, more desirable without actually endangering the happiness of anyone you love--or the balance of your bank account."

John Cloud, "Are Gay Relationships Different?," page 80:

"Finally, I think gay and lesbian couples may prefer more heart-racing during conflict because of what happens to gays and lesbians as kids. [. . . .] They repress for years, and when they finally do have relationships, they need them to carry sufficient drama into those emotional spaces that were empty for so long. Gays need their relationships to scorch."

Steven Pinker, "Crazy Love," page 83:

"People shop for the most desirable person who will accept them, and that is why most marriages pair a bride and a groom of roughly equal desirability. The 10s marry the 10s, the 9s marry the 9s and so on. That is exactly what should happen in a marketplace where you want the best price you can get (the other person) for the goods you're offering (you)."

Tiffany Sharples, "Young Love," page 95: 

"As with so much else in childhood, things get more complicated once kids reach the social incubator of elementary school. Nowhere near sexually mature, they nonetheless become sexually active--in their own fashion. The opposite-sex teasing and chasing that are rife on playgrounds may give teachers headaches, but they teach boys and girls a lot. The games, after all, are about pursuit and emotional arousal, two critical elements of sex." 

Carl Simmer, "Romance is an Illusion," page 99:

"Just because romance has an evolutionary history doesn't mean it's identical to what other animals experience. Our ancestors branched off from the other apes several million years ago and have taken their own evolutionary journey since. Falling in love may be natural, but that doesn't mean it's not exceptional."
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