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RESENTING PAPHES AND/IR POSTERS at regional and

national conventions has become 8 “riie of passage™ in

our disvipline. Convention presentations have become a
virtusl regnirement for enyone who wants t0 attend graduate
school. Unfortunately, these presentations can be quite anxiety
arousing, especiaily for students at their first couple of conven-
tions. Commary to popular belisf, no studens has ever fallen
throagh the ficor, had & heart arsack, or been kaocked uncon-
scious by a microphone, Howeaver, thers have been several
cases of panic disorder, dissociative fugie, barogue fugue, und
other stress-telated reactions. Perhaps the most serious docu-
mented case of 2 negative outcome is the nervous snxdeni from
Lawrence, Kansas, who wias 50 anxious he misread # p value,
and 25 people lelt the conference thinking thet grocery clerks
in 1978 had sign#ficandy different ailitudes roward sausage
casings than did grocery clerks in 1928

To heln prevent such tragic ouicomes, we interviewed a

large sampie (three) of experienced convention PIESCIRETS {ong
paper cach) to find out what advice they would give 10 new
preseniers. We have incorporaied their ideas, but Keps their
jdentities secret fu protect their reputations.

The Proper Tack for Presenting Yosters

The poster route is the casiest way to break imto the conven-
{jon husiness. Based on cur observations, the number of posters
ar convantions has increased hy 436% in the last 5 years, At
one convention, we counted (OK, unly one of Bs countcd) 2
total of 638 posiers. Hers are sumng 1ips 1@ help yi join in the
fom.

Posters are most ulten a collection of 897 % 117 paper
sheets tecked onto an eacel, each sheet backed hy & larger sheet
of paper as & background. When presenting a poster, remnember
o put ep uwre loformation thar anybody could ever Teud i the
two hours alloted w look at ALL fae posiers. The mote infor-
mation there. the Tess likely it is  find any erors.

You want peaple 1o come up to the poster and ask you yues-
tiors. Therefare, be sure w use tiny print. Thas will foree
people o come right up and invade your personal space. The
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only exceplions to the liny-print rule arz (2} the name of the
study, which should be in leiters one inch tali: (b} your name,
which should be two inches talk; (¢} your (uculty advisor’s
name, (aree inches tall; and {d) (he name of your schovk—you
guessed it 4 inches.

1f you really want to create that cutiing-edge feel, you
should hand.lerter your catire poster, This will make it look
like you just Anished sualyzing the data last night. To drive
home the poiat, write inn your F valies as poople are reeding
your poster.,

Dot worry about using graphics: their effectiveness is
exagperated. Prople who use lors of graphics are showing off,
wasting money, of both.

If you must use charts or gruphs, remember o design them
g0 that small dilleences ook large in order 1o confirm your
fypotheses, And don’t boiher Jubeling the axes; people are toe
busy trying to read your 1.398-word abstract and really don’l
need w be builicred with such details.

if anybody asks WHY you used a pasticular ménipnlatich,
statistical test, or questionnaire, (he ProOper Tesponse is, My
advisor 1old ma " (I your advisor g8ks, you'te on your
oW . -]

The biggest decision you need 1o make in presenting a
puster s . - . what backgrounds to use belind sach part of the
postar. The second addendurm tr the fourth sdition of the APA
Pubiicarion Mamal has a detailed table that outlines what
wypes of back grounds to usc. The correct background depends
on several faciors, the primary one being type of sehool.
Students from Iwy League schools and larger privare schools
are permitied 10 use laminated sheess of paper with no
background af Al (O course, the name of theit school is 10
inches tall) Swdents [rom small private schoots may use
marblcized stationery. Students from state schools may #5e
construction paper. Ordinarity, those from Big Ten schools and
schools wilh APA-appraved clinical programs may use mul-
tiple colors; others uge one color for ail parts of the pestar,
Space is hmited, 5o we canno: detal] the many eXceptions o
these busic rules. T you may celf cwr hot line at 1-800-
BACKING.
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