Dialectic Journal

Basic Instructions—You may need to change or adapt either or both sides for the type of reading assigned.

Left Side-Summary


You should write a summary of each story, chapter, section, or article you read.  The summary may vary in length but should be comprehensive for the amount of reading you are completing.  

Novel/short story summary: A typical novel chapter should be about ten sentences. The summary should include any new characters and the basic plot elements presented in the chapter, story, or section.

Article summary: You should include the thesis (main idea) of the article and relevant or important points that prove the thesis. 

Notes about summarizing.

· Be sure to summarize completely.

· Be sure to only include information from the reading.

· Be sure the summary makes sense.

· For TKM summarize in a graphic organizer. (A chart or pictures)









Right Side- Response Notes

On this side, you should record your reactions to the story, chapter, section or article. You may ask any questions, or record any thoughts or ideas.  As a reader, you must have some reaction to each entry. 

Here are a few ideas:

· What do you think the writer is trying to communicate to the audience?

· What phrases or words are confusing?  - Be sure to tell why?

· Have you ever had an experience similar to the writer or one of the main characters?

· Do you know anyone like one of the main characters? 

· Does this writing trigger any memories?

Put a picture and a short caption to summarize the chapter





Write or draw a main idea 
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