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2004 Invitational Institute Summer Scholars

	Charlott Bottorff

Charlotte.bottorff@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Foreign Language Teacher, St. Joseph Lafayette High School School, 

teaching French and Spanish; serving as the Foreign Language club 

sponsor and active in planning interdisciplinary units; taught exceptional 

students at Buchanan Co. Juvenile Detention Center, 1997-2000; 

BSE graduate cum laude, 1987, from Missouri Western.

	Mike Epperson

mepperson8@hotmail.com
	Journalism/English Teacher and Coach at Lathrop R-II High School 

(newspaper, yearbook and 9th-grade English classes; girls' softball and

junior high boys track coach; grade 11 class sponsor). Video education

specialist 1996-1999 KC public television; BSE Central Missouri State, 

pursuing MA in Athletic Administration; recently completed Prairie

Lands' Writing for the MAP course.

	Geoff Heckman

geoffheckman@hotmail.com
	Counselor at Savannah R-III Middle School  where he was the grade 

seven language arts teacher and co-director, all-school play, during 2000-

2004.BSE in English and BS in Psychology from Missouri Western State 

College; MS in Guidance and Counseling, Northwest Missouri State 

University; member MSTA and Savannah R-III Community Teacher's 

Association

	Christie Hofmeister

Christie.Hofmeister@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Kindergarten teacher and PDC chair at St. Joseph Skaith 

Accelerated Elementary School; District and NWRPDC Board member;

St. Joseph Math Cadre member; Apple Seed Grant Recipient, 2001,

2002, and 2003; BSE Northwest Missouri State University; working

toward MS in Elementary Education at NWMSU

	George Jones

jones4@i4f.n

jonesg@pcriii.k12.mo.us
	Sophomore English and Spanish I teacher at Platte County high - Platte

City, MO.MA in curriculum and Instruction from St. Mary College in 

Leavenworth, KS. BSE Spanish Major 

with a minor in English from MWSC. Member of Principal's Advisory 

Committee and former head junior high football coach and assistant 

high school basketball coach. Prairie Lands Writing Project Teacher

Consultant (2001 Invitational Institute).

	Precious Kurth

preciousk2@hotmail.com
	Communication Arts (CA) teacher at St. Joseph Lafayette High School, 

beginning fall 2004; Cameron High School CA teacher during 2002-2003

and 2003-2004; Worked as group leader and public relations coordinator 

at Riverbend Treatment Center, 1998-2001; BS Criminal Justice, 

Missouri Western State College; Presently completing Alternative 

Certification and MS in Educational Leadership, Northwest Missouri 

State University. 

	Stefanie J. Lyle

sblyle@ccp.com
	Grade nine and eleven language arts teacher, St. Joseph Benton High 

School. Former substitute teacher, Mound City R-II,

South Holt R-I, Savannah R-III; BSE English, Missouri Western, Fall

2004 graduate. SNCTE Liaison officer and NCTE Convention Delegate.

Undergraduate Research Summer Institute and Write to Learn 2004 

presenter, “Raising the Standard: Effective Teaching for the MAP,”; 

paper about teaching to standards to be published in Missouri English

Bulletin during 2004.

	Kelly Lock

kelly.lock@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Grade Seven language arts teacher at Spring Garden Middle school,

2003-2004; Read180 teacher at St. Joseph Spring Garden Middle School, 

Jan.-May 2003; Advising Specialist, Coordinator of the Freshman 

Seminar at Missouri Western, 1998-2003, teaching college composition, 

literature, reading, and Freshman Seminar; published poet; frequent 

seminar/workshop leader in creative writing, teaching writing, study skills. Cum Laude BSE English graduate, Missouri Western; MA in English North West Missouri

State. Also, I taught at Benton (1996-98)—Creative Writing, Applied 

Communication, Junior Writing and American Literature and 9th Grade 

LA.  Essentially, I’ve had the great fortune of teaching 7th grade through 

ENG 210!

	Mike Loving

luvshak18081@msn.com
	Grade seven language arts teacher, St. Joseph Robidoux Middle School.

Grade 7/8 English/reading teacher at Albany Middle School (MAP

team member and junior high football coach), 2003 - 2004; former

assistant principal - St. Joseph School District and 

principal at Mid-Buchanan (Faucett). BSE English and MS Secondary 

Administration from Northwest Missouri State University

	Joseph Marmaud

joe.marmaud@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Language arts, literature, drama, and speech teacher at St. Joseph Spring 

Garden Middle School (Language arts chair and Drama Club director);

St. Joseph Middle School textbook and PDC committees. Taught English

and Humanities at Bishop Ford High School - Brooklyn, NY, 1973-92; 

BA English, Hunter College; certification completion at MWSC

	Lora Mason

lora.mason@sjsd.k12.mo.us

loramason@earthlink.net


	Grade six teacher at St. Joseph Hyde Elementary School; St. Joseph

School District science facilitator, member of district curriculum writing

teams for elementary science and language arts. BA in sociology/

anthropology at Lake Forest College; MSE in Elementary education,

Northwest Missouri State; additional graduate course work (48 hours!)

	Lenora Miles

milesl@pcriii.k12.mo.us
	English teacher at Platte County R-III High School (grades 11, 12, 

and public relations; yearbook advisor and play director; English

Department chair); BSE English major and library science minor,

Northwest Missouri State University; MA in English, Baker University

	Michelle O'Connor

boelathrop@msn.com
	Grade 7/8 Language Arts Teacher, Lathrop Middle School, 2004 – 2005;

Grade 7/8 self-contained classroom (all subjects) at Mirabile C-1 School

in Polo, MO, 2002-2004; writer, proofreader for Clinton County Leader
in Plattsburg during 2001-2002; former School Board president, Lathrop 

R-II School District. BS Business Administration, Baker University; 

Pursuing Masters in Teaching, Central Missouri State University.

	Jeanie Scott-Pillen

 jeaniesp@earthlink.net

jpillen@nen.k12.mo.us
	English, speech teacher at Ravenwood R-V High School (newspaper

advisor, grade 8, 10 English, and fall play sponsor); BSE English

and Humanities honors graduate, Northwest Missouri State University,

MA English University of Nebraska - Omaha

	Kelly Robb

kelly.robb@sjsd.k12.mo.us


	Grade six teacher at St. Joseph Hall Elementary School, 2002-present; St.

 Joseph Bessie Ellison, 2000-2002 (Write Traits presenter, school

newspaper and book club sponsor; steering committee member, academic

cadre for accelerated schools). BSE Elementary Education: Biology

emphasis, Kansas State University; MS Educational Leadership, North-

west Missouri State University

	Diana Silcott

diana.silcott@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Grade six teacher at St. Joseph Neely Elementary School. 

BSE Elementary Education from Missouri Western, where she was a 

Writer’s Workshop Student Assistant/Tutor as a part of the ENG 100 

program. Recently taught an after-school enrichment class, book making 

and poetry writing at Neely; taught summer school at Neely in June.

	Jasmine Steele

jasmine.steele@sjsd.k12.mo.us

steelejasimine@hotmail.com
	Grade three teacher at St. Joseph Noyes Accelerated School (Science

Building coordinator and math cadre member). Completed Prairie

Lands’ 2004 Writing for the MAP course; Guided Reading implementer;

BSE Elementary Education, Social Sciences emphasis at Missouri 

Western – Dean’s list, Alpha Sigma Alpha Member of the Year.

	Michele Thomason

michele.thomason@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Secondary Instructional Coach for the St. Joseph School District,

beginning fall 2004. Former mathematics teacher at St. Joseph Bode and 

Spring Garden Middle Schools. B.S. Eled, with a specialization in 

Early Childhood from East Texas State University.  Addtl. Coursework 

for MO certification from MWSC and NWMSU.  MO certification in 

Eled. and MS math; TX certification in Eled. and Early Childhood 

Development.  2004 nominee for SJSD Teacher of the Year.  

Exec.Committee member for UCP of NWMO Board of Directors.

	Melody Townsend

melodyt@savannah.k12.mo.us
	Grade seven language arts teacher at Savannah Middle School (three

classes teaching reading, writing, and grammar); CSIP and Building

Improvement Committee member; after-school building tutor. BSE 

Elementary Education, English emphasis, graduate from MWSC – 

Dean’s list; PRAXIS exam certification, grades 5 – 9.

	Jenna Whittington

whittinj@midbuchanan.k12.mo.us
	Communication Arts teacher, grades 7 -12, at Mid-Buchanan R-V school

(Developed curriculum for LA course curriculum to meet A+ certification;

NEA Vice-President; MAP team member; cheerleading and freshman

class sponsor). BSE English graduate, Missouri Western. Additional

graduate course work, Northwest Missouri State University; Advanced

Placement training, Truman State University


	2004 Invitational Co-Leader

Jane Frick

frick@mwsc.edu
	Prairie Lands Writing Project Director and Missouri Writing

Project Network Assistant Director; Missouri Western English Professor;

St. Joseph School Board Member, 1984-1996; Ph.D. curric. and instruc-

tion, English emphasis -UMKC; MA English, University or Northern

Colorado; BSE English, Drake University; College Adviser - St. Joseph

Phi Delta Kappa Chapter; Faculty Advisor - MWSC SNCTE chapter

	2004 Invitational Co-

Leader

Joyce Finch

joyce.finch@mwsc.edu
	Prairie Lands Writing Project Past Program Director and Coordinator, 

Prairie Lands Summer Youth Writing Camps; Co-Leader Invitational

Institutes, 2000-present; grade 5 teacher at St. Joseph Skaith 

Elementary until fall 2003; Grade 6 teacher at Shell Knob Elementary 

School, beginning fall 2004; BSE elementary education - Missouri 

Western; MS elementary education - Northwest Missouri Sate University

	2004 Invitational Leader

Tom Pankiewicz

pankiew@mwsc.edu
	Prairie Lands Writing Project Institutes Director; 2002 Advanced 

Institute Director and Leader, 2002 Invitational Institute; Assistant

Professor English - Missouri Western State College; Faculty Advisor - 

MWSC SNCTE chapter; former Language Arts Department Chair

and English teacher at St. Joseph Benton High School

	2004 Invitational Technology Coordinator

Mary Lee Meyer

lucki13@grm.net
	Prairie Lands Writing Project Media Coordinator. Recently retired as the

family and consumer science, science, computer teacher at Jefferson

C-123 school (7-12); educational technology coordinator. BS in vocational home economics, MS in science education, additional hours in computer technology, 

Northwest Missouri State University. Prairie Lands Invitational Institute

Participant, 2002; Prairie Lands Advanced Institute participant, 2003.

	Day One Presenter

Terri McAvoy

Theresa.mcavoy@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Prairie Lands Advisory Board member and 

Program Director, 2003 - present. Grade 2 teacher and 

communication arts facilitator, St. Joseph Skaith Elementary. 

B.S. Elementary Ed. MWSC,1978, MS.Ed. NWMSU 1992

	Day One Presenter

Joyce Stohr

joyce.stohr@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	Communication arts teacher at North Kansas City Winnetonka High 

School. MA English and BS Ed Speech/

English - Northwest Missouri State University. Taught English at Wash-

burn University, Friends University, KS, and Allen County Community

College-Burlington, KS. Prairie Lands Writing Project Advisory Board 

Member

	Day Two Presenter

Melisa Farmer

cameroncouple2002@yahoo.com
	Language I, II, Mass Media, and Drama teacher at Cameron High

School (1998 - present); taught English at Moberly High School, 1996-

1998. Graduate work in theater - University of Missouri - Columbia;

Applied Communications Certification; BSE - English, MWSC

	Day Nine Presenter

Dr. Patricia Donaher

donaher@mwsc.edu
	Assistant Professor of English, Missouri Western State College, teaching

ENG 232 Language Awareness and supervising the department’s com-

puter-aided-instructional laboratory. Ph.D. English – University of

Nebraska

	Day Eleven Presenter

Kathy Miller

kmiller@fortosage.

k12.mo.us
	Dual-credit, grade eleven, senior MAP leader, and teacher of the year

at Fort Osage High School. Taught Prairie Lands Writing Project’s

“Writing for the MAP” graduate course, spring 2004. Teaches college

composition at Missouri Western. Prairie Lands and Greater Kansas

City Writing Project Teacher Consultant. Published author, including

lesson plans at Success Link. BSE and MA in English, Northwest

Missouri State University.

	Day Twelve Presenter

Jan Reeder

Jan.Reeder@sjsd.k12.mo.us
	English teacher and developer of the creative writing program at 

Winnetonka High School – North Kansas City School District, 

beginning fall 2004. Former Teacher of the Year for the St.

Joseph School District, where she taught English and creative 

writing at Lafayette and Central High Schools. Writing

workshop presenter and member of Prairie Lands’ Advisory 

Board. Recent publications include an article about teaching in the 

English Journal and a poem/prose piece in Tom Romano’s Crafting

Authentic Voice (Heinemann, 2004). BA MWSC; MA-Writing, 

Northeastern University.


-1-

