
to recreate himself as Santa 
Claus for many area families. 

Nold, scroll #12 from Xi-Eta, 
has worked and lived in the St. 
Joseph community for most of  

 

 

 

 

 

 
his life after graduation. Frater 
Ron has worked for American 
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Special Interest Articles: 

• Atkins uses disability to 
his advantage to raise 
money, awareness, and 
praise on behalf of St. 
Joseph area blind (page 2) 

 
• Undergraduate Chapter 

enjoys the ability to 
recruit again for the fall, 
succeeds under campus 
probation (page 3) 

 
• Johnson succeeding in 

the St. Joseph area as 
businessman, local 
fraternity volunteer   
(page 2) 

 
• Alumni Updates for the 

issue include KCI 
Security Officer Jeremy 
McClure and Direct Care 
Manager Steve Robison 
(page 3) 
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You Better Watch Out, You Better Not Cry…. 
Around 30 years ago, the Xi-
Eta colony was officially 
recognized by TKE 
International Fraternity as 
their newest chapter at 
Missouri Western State 
College. One of the those 
giving the gift of TKE that 
day was a focused young man 
named Ron Nold. 

Nold continues to generously 
give the gift of making dreams 
come true in the St. Joseph 
community to this day. As 
recently as Christmas Day, 
Nold volunteered his free time 

WESTERN MISSOURI ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION – SPRING 2004 

Jan. 9, 2004 
 

 Winter Edition 

Fall Alumni Events For All Ages 

National Insurance and held 
many important volunteer 
roles in the community. One 
of his most important roles is 
that of dream-maker for 
young children as Santa 
Claus and the Easter Bunny. 

Starting in the late ‘70s, 
Nold has hired himself out 
by dressing up in the famous 
roles at private parties, 
religious events, and nursing 
homes. Santa Claus and 
“Father Time” have been 
staples of his act for a long 
time. (cont. on page 2)   

 

Tournament took place during 
the first Saturday of the month 
at the Plattsburg Country Club.  
Turnout for the event was 
moderate, which included a $70 
price ticket for 18 holes of golf, 
cart rental, longest ball and 
closest to the pin competitions, 
and a series of prizes and 
trophies for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and the 
worst golfing pair. 
Taking first place in this year’s 
tournament was the team of 
Jeremy McClure (’02) and Ken 
Wheeler (’79).  Keeping it all in 
the family, second place was 
captured by the surprise duo of 
Richard Hussey Sr. and Richard 
Hussey Jr.  Long ball honors 

went to the stellar 9th hole  
drive of Matt Shepard (’03),  
while the novice Zach Ramsay 
 

 
 

(’02) took closest to the pin 
honors on the 10th hole. 
During the second week of 
October, the WMAA hosted a 
series of Missouri Western 
Homecoming events, designed to 
allow fraternity alumni to get 
together, meet some of the older 
 

(cont. on page 3) 

With the Western Missouri 
Alumni Association 
operating in its first full 
collegiate semester, both 
young and old alumni found 
excitement and variety in a 
series of fall events.  
Beginning in September, the 
TKE Invitational Golf 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

XI-ETA TIMES

Frater Dennis Atkins runs the 
Heatherwood Hills Marathon 
of 26.2 miles to raise money 
for the MERIL Home 
Modifications Program. Aktins 
was accompanied by friends 
and sprinted to the finish line 
on MERIL Celebration Day, 
where local celebrities such as 
Mayor David Jones was 
present to congratulate him. 

Most of us had our athletic 
heyday during high school, 
with some occasional 
intramural heroics allowing a 
few of us to live out the 
glory days for awhile longer.   
How many of us, however, 
can still say that we still have 
that same physical ability 
and cardiovascular health 
years after graduation? 

One frater can. And, he’s 
done it all while not having 
the sight that most of us our 
blessed with. 

Frater Dennis Atkins, a frater 
who runs between six or 

Atkins Gives a MERIL-athon Performance 

This is a question for the 
new generation TKE’s (sorry 
Old School): What was your 
favorite undergraduate 
memory of the 1997-1998 
year? Most all alumni from 
that era would respond 
“RCB at the Lake.” Guy 
Johnson, one of the men 
responsible for 
masterminding this awesome 
time, lists this as his favorite 
undergraduate memory. 

Now an alumni, Johnson 
lives in St. Joseph and is 
helping the undergraduate 
chapter to capture those 
same memories of their own. 

Johnson Finds Success in Business, Chapter Advisor 

This year, Nold added the 
Easter Bunny element to his 
show and took it to the News-
Press. His business really 
picked up over this last season. 

Nold credits the idea for his      
               entrepreneurship to 

Nold Brings St. Nicholas to St. Joseph (continued from page 1) 

Page 2 of 1 

seven miles before most of us 
our out of bed, has gradually 
lost his eyesight during his 
lifetime and is practically blind 
at his age now. Aktins sees a 
combination of near and far 
shapes and colors. He can’t 
find his way across a parking 

lot without hitting things, 
but can sometimes spot far 
away landmarks. He has a 
hard time distinguishing 
between bills in his wallet. 

He doesn’t have any time 
raising those bills for a 
charity that supports others 
with his disability. 

On Oct. 18, 2003, Frater 
Aktins raised more than 
$11,000 by completing a 
26.2 mile marathon around 
his Heatherwood Hills 
neighborhood in St. 
Joseph. Aktins, a board 
member of the Midland 
(continued on page 4) 

Newly elected as the Xi-Eta 
Chapter Advisor, Johnson 
brings leadership, experience, 
and financial planning ability 
to the table. 

Working for Anderson Ford, 
Johnson assumes the large 
responsibility of handling all 
lease customers, Internet sales, 
and retail trade cycle 
management as their Customer 
Loyalty Manager. Johnson’s 
position gives him the 
formidable task of insuring 
Anderson customers continue 
to be Anderson customers. 

Johnson’s short-term goals 
include purchasing a house 

within a year and making his 
personal financial goals. He 
advises the chapter to focus 
on recruiting quality, long-
term members and gaining 
financial stability. Johnson 
tells recent alumni to utilize 
their abilities and college 
skills in whatever occupation 
they get into. 

“Obviously, I didn’t go to 
school to sell cars, but I love 
what I do and I do utilize my  
management and financial 
skills learned in college,” 
Johnson said. “Find 
something you enjoy, even if 
it wasn’t necessarily what 
you went to school for.” 

his mother Helen. 

“My mother started out 
making and renting out Santa 
Claus costumes when I was a 
really little kid – she still does 
it,” Nold says. 

More recently, Ron also sits on 

the Board of Advisors for the 
Xi-Eta Chapter and hosts 
occasional events – such as the 
TKE Executive Board 
Christmas. Nold, a TKE role 
model, continues the tradition 
of giving back he started many 
years ago as Santa Claus. 

Frater Guy Johnson lives in St. 
Joseph and is the Customer 
Loyalty Manager for Anderson 
Ford. 
“Find something you enjoy, even 
if it wasn’t necessarily what you 
went to school for,” says new 
TKE Chapter Advisor Johnson. 

Tau Kappa Epsilon Alumni 
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Jeremy McClure           
served our country 
overseas before 
returning home to 
live again in the St. 
Joseph area. Frater 
McClure regularly 
asks brothers to come 
and enjoy his new 
home with him. 
 

Frater Ste phen Robison (spring ’01) has 
been living in the St. Joseph area since 
graduation from Missouri Western. He is 
currently serving as the house manager and 
lead support staff for a mentally challenged 
man in the St. Joseph area, a job that he has 

 held for almost his entire collegiate 
career and to this day.   In  
 

                            Steve Robison   
                            continues to live and  
                            work in the St.  
                            Joseph community  
                            and resides near 
                            Museum Hill. 
 

 
addition, “Mulligan” has owned three 
houses in the St. Joseph area and has 
future plans to relocate to Florida in 
order to pursue his interests in the real 
estate market. You can reach Steve by 
e-mailing him at svr4643@mwsc.edu  
or by calling him at (816) 617-7667. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

XI-ETA TIMES 

Frater Jeremy McClure (spring ’02) 
returned to the St. Joseph area after a 
lengthy tour of duty overseas in Kuwait 
with the United States Marine Corps in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Upon returning to the community, 
Jeremy immediately began supporting 
the Homeland Security force, working 
security at the Kansas City International 
airport. “Stroke” has recently purchased 
a house around the 2800 block of St. 
Joseph and also become a father of 
young Alanna, a beautiful baby girl. 
Reach him by e-mailing him at 
jmcclure@stjoelive.com or by calling 
(816) 248-1899. 
 
 

Alumni Updates – What the Old and New School Are Doing Now 

Consistent and competitive 
are words to describe the Xi-
Eta Chapter’s fall semester 
of 2003; the chapter was 
consistent in recruitment, 
philanthropy, payments to 
the international fraternity, 
and social functions, and the 
chapter was competitive in 
intramurals, recruitment, 
Inter-Greek Council, and 
Homecoming. Highlights for 
the fall 2003 semester 
included: 
- $210 raised for the 

Xi-Eta Chapter Has Charity and Healthy Fall Rush 

Fall Alumni Events for All Ages (continued from page 1) 

Page 3 of 4 

undergraduates, and enjoy 
the painstaking labor of 
Homecoming from the 
other side. 
Friday night christened the 
first ever TKE bar hop, an  

Alzheimer’s Association 
Memory Walk and $725 
raised for the Ronald Reagan 
Institute of the Alzheimer’s 
National organization during 
the 5th annual NWMSU/ 
MWSC Football Run. 
- Top recruitment of new 
members on campus, with 15 
bids accepted and 9 men 
making it through initiation. 
- Homecoming King and 
Queen Finalists, who were 
Prytanis John Fabsits and 
ASA member Tabby Larson 

(currently dating a brother). 
- 1st place on Homecoming 
Window and 3rd place overall 
in MWSC Homecoming 
organization competitions (1st 
among fraternities!). 
- Initiation of two honorary 
members, Professor of English 
Robert Bergland and brother of 
Frater Wade Speelman, 
Clinton Huen. 
- Mixers with all major 
sororities except for Phi Mu, 
who was on social probation. 
- 60 Habitat for Humanity 
volunteer hours by 12 brothers. 

                      that saw 14    
                      fraternity  
                      brothers and  
                      girlfriends  
                      coming along for 
                      a good time in 6  
                      St. Joseph hot 
spots.  Saturday morning 
allowed for a more laid back 
approach to the parade, with 
alumni going on their own to 
support the undergraduate men 
and then tailgating for the two 

hours prior to Missouri Western’s 
homecoming victory. 
Two more events are planned for the 
spring and summer of 2004, so keep 
watching your mailbox! 
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Xi-Eta Fraters teamed up with 
Northwest TKE’s on October 18th 
for the 5 th Annual “Running Past the 
Rivalry” Football Run to raise 
money for the Alzheimer’s 
Association’s Ronald Reagan Fund. 

Look for our event 
mailings in your 

mailbox with 
updated 

information on the 
spring alumni 

barhop and hello to 
summer alumni 
get-togethers for 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Empire Resources for 
Independent Living (MERIL) 
raised the mo ney to support 
Home Modifications Program 
for the organization, which 
supports seeing disabilities and 
awareness. He completed the 
run in a mere 3 hours and 47 
minutes. Some of us couldn’t 
even ride a bicycle that far in 
under 4 hours. 
“Dennis Atkins is a very 
special guy and a true 
inspiration to everyone around 

Atkins Marathon Run (continued from page 2) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

For information on attending the upcoming TKE Regional Leadership Conference in St. Louis, 
Mo., on Feb. 27-29, click on the TKE website at: http://www.tke.org. 

 
LLLooooookkk   fffooorrr   ttthhheee   SSSuuummmmmmeeerrr   EEEdddiii ttt iiiooonnn   ooofff   ttthhheee   WWWeeesssttteeerrrnnn   MMMiiissssssooouuurrriii    AAAllluuummmnnniii    AAAssssssoooccciiiaaatttiiiooonnn   fffooorrr   

AAAnnnnnnooouuunnnccceeemmmeeennntttsss   aaannnddd   IIInnnfffooorrrmmmaaattt iiiooonnn   ooovvveeerrr   BBBiiirrrttthhhdddaaayyysss   aaannnddd   AAAllluuummmnnniii    EEEvvveeennntttsss!!!   

  

MMMIIISSSSSSIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   TTTKKKEEE   WWWEEESSSTTTEEERRRNNN   MMMIIISSSSSSOOOUUURRRIII   AAALLLUUUMMMNNNIII   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   
The mission of the WMAA is to provide an atmosphere for Western Missouri TKE alumni, specifically 
located within the vicinity of St. Joseph, Mo., to continue their contacts with Fraters of various generations and 
chapters through social, networking, and professional development activities. Our membership shall consist of 
men of strong moral character who believe in serving the Fraternity for Life and supporting the essential 
elements of our Fraternal Bond – Love, Charity, & Esteem. 
 

VVVIIISSSIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   TTTKKKEEE   WWWEEESSSTTTEEERRRNNN   MMMIIISSSSSSOOOUUURRRIII   AAALLLUUUMMMNNNIII   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   
The WMAA has three underlying purposes supporting its mission: 1.) Maintain an accurate database of alumni 
contact information for promoting WMAA activities, networking initiatives , and conducting fundraising drives 
as needed for the WMAA and/or as requested by the regional Board of Advisors. 2.) Conduct regular social 
and professional development activities for alumni to maintain their fraternal contacts. 3.) Support a 
professional mentoring program to guide senior undergraduate members and alumni who have recently entered 
the workforce, and provide guidance to all alumni seeking a competitive advantage in the workforce. 

       The WMAA Purpose Statements        

Prytanis 
Jeff "Bugsy" Brandhorst #256 
jjb6219@mwsc.edu  
816.261.8101 
 

Epiprytanis 
Jeremy “Snake” Funk #270 
Funkster31@yahoo.com 
816.294.9640  
 

Grammateus 
James "Ferret" Smith #263 
schadow77@hotmail.com  
816.752.8669  
 

Crysophylos 
Ryan “Chips” Richardson #260 
terrir@ponyexpress.net 
816.364.2019 
 

Hypophetes 
Brandon “Bates” Tiller #301 
Bmt9138@mwsc.edu 
816.390.0166  
 

Histor 
Wade “Gump” Speelman #281 
Jrbull2020@hotmail.com 
816.582.9637  
 

Pylortes 
Justin “Spoons” Vaughan #282 
Jd_drlove_2000@hotmail.com 
816.387.8712  
 

Hegemon 
Vern “Red” Wheeler #283 
Vern_351@hotmail.com 
816.261.1188  
 

Chapter Advisor 
Guy “Ripples” Johnson #201 
Ggj6166@hotmail.com 
816.596.0373  
 

BOA President 
Greg "Pinto" Gallup #621 
gregmgallup@yahoo.com  
816.671.0623 

him,” says Frater Dan 
Danford, a long time friend 
of Atkins. His fraternity 
alumni know that this is 
definitely the kind of 
character that they admire in 

many of their fraternity 
brothers. 
And what does Frater Atkins 
say about his magnificent 
accomplishments? 
“Just because an individual 
has a disability does not 
mean that they cannot 
accomplish lots of things in 
their lives. I am hopeful that 
this will encourage others to 
do things they thought they 
could no longer do.” 
What a TKE to admire! 

 

 

Tau Kappa Epsilon 
Xi-Eta Chapter 

Officer Corps 2004 
 

Congratulations to the new 
officer corps of the Xi-Eta 

chapter, elected at the end 
of the fall 2004! 

We’re on the WEB!  
Check out pictures of 

alumni events, read past 
issues of the newsletter, 

and pay your alumni dues 
(or donate) at:   

http://www.mwsc.e
du/orgs/tke 

Tau Kappa Epsilon 
Fraternity 
Western Missouri Alumni 
Association – serving the 
St. Joseph, Mo. Area! 
3649 Gene Field Road 
Apt. E-32 
St. Joseph, MO 64505 

Alumni Birthdays: January, February, March, and April 

January 
Matt Growcock – 2nd 
John Norton – 6th 
Greg Gallup – 4th 
John Gray – 4th 
Craig Anderson – 24th 
David Hickel – 21st 
Charles Gerber – 1st 
Rodney Sifer – 31st 
Ross Blinde – 1st 
Michael Daily – 31st 
Ronald Hosp – 15th 
John Bermond – 29th 
James Kerner – 15th 
Bernard McKenzie – 13th 
Michael Adkins – 1st 
Michael Moore – 8th 
David Paige – 28th 

 

February 
David Kidwell – 5th 
Gregory Sm ith – 9th 
Ali Ahrabi – 9th 
Alfred Brock – 8th 
Thomas Nance – 18th 
Gary Johnson – 8th 
Graham Thorne – 9th 
Dan Baker – 29th 
Galen Holloway – 14th 
Steven Taylor – 2nd 
Douglas Kafer – 12th 
Larry Patrick – 6th 
Corey Jackson – 16th 
Taylor Crouse – 7th 

 
 
 

March  
John Richardson – 18th 
Donald Crabtree – 26th 
Javier Geronimo – 31st 
David Murawski – 26th 
Stephen BeVelle – 30th 
Mike Velder – 13th 
Randy Pierce – 13th 
Fred Saremi – 22nd 
Harold Epps – 10th 
Richard Crockett – 30th

Jim Maxfield – 11th 
Marvin Atkins – 1st 
David Miller – 19th 
Ricky Edwards – 28th 
Roger Olson – 28th 
Roger Owen – 3rd 
Scott Magee – 5th 
David Bomer – 26th 
Josh Ruhnke – 9th 
Zach Ramsay – 22nd 
 

 

April 
Joseph Carter – 19th 
Terry Coldwell – 22nd 
Thomas Stubbs – 8th 
Louis Killacky – 21st 
Curtis Lanham – 19th 
Rickie McGinnis – 5th 
Douglas Ellis – 5th 
Tom Bachali – 12th 

Dan Danford – 4th 
Shawn Eckley – 23rd 
Randy McCollum – 23rd 
Sergio Tovar – 5th 
Tom Glidwell – 11th 
Alan Schnitker – 3rd 
 
 

 


