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There is a story that is told by recent Xi-Eta alumni of a gavel pass when Frater Taylor Crouse spoke of his desire to see seniors Josh Ruhnke and Brian Weese utilize their outgoing college degrees to become better men. Spoken like a true Savannah Savage, Crouse extolled the men to move on to “greener pastures and grassier meadows” after graduation, a phrase which stuck with him during the rest of his time at Western.  


Now, in true “Taylor” style, the equally ambitious Crouse has remained true to his own counsel and moved on to graze on the lush meadows of prestigious London School of Economics as a graduate student.


The story behind Crouse’s (infamously known to his fraternity brothers at “Peakaboo”) acceptance into the London School is a phenomenon of strategy, planning, and uncannily good fortune. Frater Crouse originally applied to the school for its accelerated global politics preparation degree. The program – a Master’s in Politics of the World Economy – was one of the only two programs of its nature in the world (the other being the University of Chicago, where Crouse also applied). The competition for these programs is extremely stiff, so Crouse was taken aback when he was given notice he had been accepted.


“I applied not thinking that I (cont. on page 2) 
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Special Interest Articles:


•	Recent Xi-Eta alumni gather to say goodbye to summer and hello to their careers (page 2)





•	Ruhnke moves onto construction career after graduating from Arizona State University (page 3)





•	Undergraduate Chapter recognizes family members of actives and candidates as they start their candidacy program (page 2)





Alumni Updates for the semester include Dr. Chris Uliana and Law Clerk Matt Growcock (page 3)
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Xi-Eta Times





Alumni Celebrate Fall Homecoming
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I See London, I See France, I See Taylor’s ….








Ah, summertime. No school, low job hours, staying up all night, sleeping all day, earning just enough to pay your dues at the beginning of the fall semester.


Wait, no, that’s for the undergrads. For a group of recent Xi-Eta alumni, this was merely an impromptu reunion, updating each other on how their new perspective of “summer” has been radically altered by their careers after graduation.


Coordinated by frater’s Joe Alderton, David Bennett, and Taylor Crouse, the event celebrated the presence of recent Missouri Western graduates Chris Uliana, Josh Ruhnke, and Brian Weese. The cookout was held at the Crouse’s house during the 4th of July weekend among 11 Xi-Eta alumni and Frater David Bennett, an alumnus from the Omega Chapter at Albion College.


In addition to Alderton, Bennett, Crouse, Uliana, Ruhnke, and Weese, those present for hamburgers, beer, and a rousing game of poker, were Guy Johnson, Ed Hansen, Steve Robison, and John Norton, with late appearances made by Jeremy McClure and Matt Shephard. The event lasted well into the evening, with a large variety of fireworks punctuating the evening.











would get accepted and was surprised that I did,” Crouse said.	


Although on first impression many would mistake Taylor for just another good old boy, Taylor has really taken to the streets of London.  London is the most expensive city in the world to live in.


“London is very much a fast paced city, much like New York or Chicago, but unlike St. Joseph or even Kansas City,” Crouse explained.  Taylor has also taken his European opportunity to visit the main continent and spend time in many other countries.


During his time at Missouri Western, Taylor sat as the Student Regent of the college. In the chapter, Taylor held the offices of Histor and Epiprytanis and both the Inner-Greek Council and Fundraising chairs, among his other contributions. Crouse feels that his most important role was as Histor.


“I had the opportunity to foster the fraternity’s relations with its alumni,” Crouse explained. “This office should never be taken for granted.”


Taylor has many vivid memories of his days with TKE, from the road trips, to rush events, Super Bowl parties, and his first TKE party – a 450 person fiesta in January of 1999.  His real benefit as an undergrad, though, was by keeping his own identity within TKE.


“The main reason I rushed TKE was because it was the most diverse fraternity on campus,” Crouse said. “The strongest organizations are the most diverse.”











Although love, charity, and esteem are the backbone of Tau Kappa Epsilon, we all know that it’s the families on the home front who give them the support, love, and dollars they need.


Keeping this in mind, the undergraduate fraters of Xi-Eta coordinated a tribute to all of those who sacrificed to allow their sons to come to college through their first ever Family Day.


Friends, family and alumni gathered at Legends Sports Bar  & Grill to celebrate.





“This was the first year to what we hope to become a yearly event,” said Chapter Prytanis Josh Wilson. (cont. on back page)





 











Recent Chapter Alumni Celebrate the 4th 





Taylor Crouse In London (story continued from page 1)








Xi-Eta Times
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From the left to right: Frater John Norton and son Mason, Frater Chris Uliana, Frater Taylor Crouse, and Frater Josh Ruhnke. All are ’98 – ’01 graduates of Missouri Western and have begun their lives and careers.





TKE Recognizes Those Who Make It Possible: Families



























































�





Let the Games Begin!





That was Western’s homecoming theme as organizations worked countless hours designing and preparing their homecoming floats.





Each organization then 





























member Vern Wheeler as well as a TKE member of Pittsburg State, Delta-Mu chapter.
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Along with float entries the fraternity had to design and paint a window on campus. Frater Matt Silvius was the mastermind behind this


(cont. on page 3)








choose their own float theme. This year TKE choose Super Mario Brothers from the popular 80’s video game. The fraternity designed their entries around the theme. 





“Our float had the castle and tubes right out of the video game, Wade Speelmen said. Our car entry looked just like the coin boxes; we had moving parts and everything.”





Long hours went in to designing the float and other entries all for a couple hours of show. The chapter worked out of the barn of alumni frater Kenny Wheeler, dad of current
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“Kick out the bitches and the whiners, or have them grow up,” advises Frater Slim.
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Look for our spring newsletter in your mailbox for updated information on the Homecoming tailgate/alumni ceremony for the fall of 2003!!!
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Frater Chris Uliana (spring ’98) is now working as a chiropractor in Monson, Mass. Uliana graduated with a doctorate as a chiropractic physician from New York Chiropractic College.








		      


      Frater Chris


                            		      Uliana,, Missouri


		                                  Western alumni


		                                  From the spring


		       Of 1998. 





Frater Matt Growcock (spring ’01) is now enrolled at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln in the law program. Matt graduated with a B.S. in Economics from Western and currently owns a home in Lincoln as well.





		   


   Frater Matt


                            		   Growcock, Missouri


   Western alumni


   From the spring


   Of 2001. 
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With his e-mail tagline (slimdmx) and his postscript reading “Beware my power, beware my might, and listen to the sound of----Thunder,” Josh Ruhnke has never been one to shy away from his sense of identity.  Frater “Slim,” known for his uncanny ability to reinact the Macho Man Randy Savage “Slim Jim” commercial (Oh-Yeah!), has now taken to snapping into steel beams and developing himself as a construction engineer.





Frater Ruhnke graduated as a founding father of the Xi-Eta Chapter in the fall of 1999. Soon afterward, he went on to earn a graduate degree as a Master of Science in Construction at Arizona State University (2002).





Josh is currently working his way up the ladder of success at Maracay Homes of Arizona, where he aspires to become a Vice-President of the company.





Ruhnke’s top memories include Greek Week, road trips, and Three Fires.


“It’s a shame that life takes us over and we don’t get a chance to communicate more often,” Ruhnke says to his undergraduate brothers.





In addition, Josh has always felt strongly about his brother’s ability to empower themself. He advises the Xi-Eta chapter to “kick out the bitches and whiners, or have them grow up.”
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year’s design. It was designed to be three dimensional with the characters from Super Mario Brothers sticking out. 





“It looked just like a television screen,” James Smith said. “I almost felt I was back in grade school playing the video game.”





Alumni gathered prior to the game for a tailgate for the undergrad members of the fraternity. TKE alumni from the 70’s and 80’s gathered to share old times.


“It was good to see that TKE is still important to these guys some 30 years later,” John Fabsits said. “It was weird that a lot of these gentlemen are as old as our fathers. They were fun to hang around with and we got to listen to old times.”
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Xi-Eta Times





Alumni and Chapter Gather for Homecoming (continued from page 1)








Alumni Updates – Xi-Eta Old and New School





Josh Ruhnke “Bringing the Thunder” in Arizona








We’re on the WEB!  Check us out at:  http://www.mwsc.edu/orgs/tke





Prytanis


John "Lefty" Fabists #255�� HYPERLINK "mailto:flattirejf@hotmail.com" �flattirejf@hotmail.com ��Home Phone: 816.383.6527





Epiprytanis


Richard "Styles" Hussey #257�� HYPERLINK "mailto:rwh5722@mwsc.edu" �rwh5722@mwsc.edu ��Home Phone: 816.383.6472





Grammateus


Jeff "Bugsy" Brandhorst #256�� HYPERLINK "mailto:jjb6219@mwsc.edu" �jjb6219@mwsc.edu ��Home Phone: 816.261.8101





Crysophylos


Edwin "Billy Bob" Rivera #268�� HYPERLINK "mailto:emr7072@mwsc.edu" �emr7072@mwsc.edu ��Home Phone: 816.671.9048





Hypophetes


Matt "Piston" McCubbin #287�� HYPERLINK "mailto:piston287@yada-yada.com" �piston287@yada-yada.com� �Home Phone: 816.671.9048





Histor


Jake "Gizmo" Wheat #274�� HYPERLINK "mailto:number24_01@hotmail.com" �number24_01@hotmail.com��Home Phone: 816.383.6126





Pylortes


James "Ferret" Smith #263�� HYPERLINK "mailto:schadow77@hotmail.com" �schadow77@hotmail.com �





Hegemon


TJ "Mox" Busby #276�� HYPERLINK "mailto:rtb2573@mwsc.edu" �rtb2573@mwsc.edu� �Home Phone: 816.668.7411





Chapter Advisor


Greg "Pinto" Gallup #621�� HYPERLINK "mailto:gallup@mwsc.edu" �gallup@mwsc.edu� �Home Phone: 816.671.0623








Tau Kappa Epsilon


Xi-Eta Chapter


Officer Corps 2003





Congratulations to the new officer corps of the Xi-Eta chapter, elected at the end of the fall 2003!





Family Day Celebration (story continued from page 2)





UPCOMING EVENTS





For information on attending the upcoming Regional Leadership Conference in Kansas City, Mo., click on the TKE website at: http://www.tke.org/rlc_2003/index.htm





Look for the Spring Edition of the Xi-Eta Times Magazine for Announcements and Information over Pony Express Area Alumni Events!





� 	      The Xi-Eta Purpose Statements     	  �








Mission of Missouri Western TKE


It is the mission of the Xi-Eta Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon to supply an environment for the development of its members. In which we work with one another to identify our strengths and weaknesses for our improvement. We recognize and respect the characteristics that each frater possesses, for the reason that it is only through our understanding of these characteristics do we become well-rounded men.


Vision of Missouri Western TKE


It is the vision of the Xi-Eta Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon to be a model Greek chapter to Missouri Western State College Greek society and to become the best Tau Kappa Epsilon chapter that we can be. We shall be well known and respected by all members of the Missouri Western State College Greek community; Greeks and non-Greeks, students and faculty, alumni and undergraduates.





Family Day is an annual event Missouri Western puts together to invite the families of students to view the campus, see where their child lives, and take in a football game. The TKE’s, along with many other student organizations, set up activity booths to entertain the kids of visiting families.





“It’s a great opportunity to invite our families out and see what we are a part of and what TKE is all about,” said John Fabsits.





After the game, the fraternity used their connections with Legends to host a members and candidates only social event for all. Food and non-alcoholic drinks were provided to keep the atmosphere light and friendly. Members played pool as well as darts while engaging parents to build rapport and relationships both now and in the future.





While families were the focus of this fall day, the chapter hopes to eventually develop this event to include an alumni reception as well.
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“The main reason I rushed TKE was because it was the most diverse fraternity on campus. The strongest organizations are the most diverse.”





Frater’s NAME on 


LABEL HERE
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