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Preface

Many publications reflecting an interest in Polanyi's thought are now
coming forth. Y ouwill find comments on the new journal Appraisal aswell as
the new issue of Polanyiana: The Periodical of the Michael Polanyi Liberal
Philosophical Association in “News and Notes.” The tentative program is
included (p. 5) for theupcoming Polanyi Society meetingin New Orleans; there
are two sessions each including two papers which will be available in the Fall.

| am especially pleased to placein thisissue of TAD Marjorie Grene's
1991 Kent Stateaddresswhichisacareful reconsideration of Polanyi'sdistinction
between the persona and the subjective. | recall hearing the address and
recognizing, at itsconclusion, that thiswasan important analytical comment on
Polanyi's thought; thanks go both to Professor Grene and the editors of
Polanyiana (whereit originally appeared) for allowing TAD to madethis essay
morebroadly available.

Nicely complementing Professor Grene's essay is an article by Paul
Nagy, another American philosopher, who originally prepared his paper as a
contribution to the Project on the Tradition of Liberal Philosophy in Central
Europe which was sponsored by the Michael Polanyi Liberal Philosophical
Association. Nagy comments on the place of Polanyi's philosophical thought,
its major themes and itsrootsin the traditions of central Europe.

Last but not least, are reviews and discussions of interesting new
publications that make use of Polanyi's thought. Several of the books are by
Polanyi Society members. Walter Gulick offers an extended comment on Ron
Hall'sWordand Spirit: AKierkegaardianCritiqueoftheModernAge; Hall, true
toform, hasproduced aspirited response. Dale Cannon’ s new book, Sx Ways
of Being Religious: AFrameworkfor Compar ative Sudiesof Religionisbriefly
reviewed by Paul Lewisand Robin Hodgkin providesaglimpseof Robert Innis
dense but interesting Consciousness and the Play of Sgns.

Phil Mullins
May 1996

Tradition and Discovery isindexed selectivelyin The
Philosopher’sIndex and Religion One: Periodicals. Book
reviews areindexedin Indexto Book Reviews in Religion.




NEWSAND NOTES

Resources available to those wishing to study Polanyi's
thought or uses made of Polanyian perspectives are
beginning to multiply. Thefollowinglistidentifiessome
particularly interesting recent additions.

TheMarch1996first edition of thenew journal Appraisal
(I1SSN 1358-3336), edited by R. T. Allen, hasa1930's
pictureof Polanyi onthecover andincludesthefollowing
articleswhich focuson or make use of Polanyi'sthought:
CsabaPléh,“ TheComputer asanInspiringandaLimiting
Factor in the Conceptual Development of Psychology”;
Percy Hammond, “Polanyi's Distinction Between Pure
Scienceand Technology”; EndreNagy, “Civil Societyin
Michael Polanyi'sThought.” Inadditionto other reviews
andarticles, thereisalsoJulian War d' sinterestingreview
of Marjorie Grene's A Philosophical Testament which
treatsthelinksbetweenthethought of Polanyi and Grene.
Appraisal isavailableat anannual individual subscription
rate of £9 per year. ChecksshouldbesenttoR. T. Allen,
20Ulverscroft Road, L oughborough, LE11 3PU, England.
Allencanasobereached by fax (01509215438) ande-mail
(101625.3010@compuserve.com).

A newissueof Polanyiana: ThePeriodical of theMichael
Polanyi Liberal Philosophical Association centered in
Budapest, Hungary, has recently been published. The
wholeissueis devoted to an article, in both English and
Hungarian, by BélaHidegkuti titled“ Arthur Koestler and
Michagel Polanyi: TwoHungarianMindsinPartnershipin
Britain.” Thearticleitself isfascinating andisbased upon
extensiveresearchinthearchiva materialsonboth K oestler
and Polanyi. Included are photographs and copies of
letters found in the Polanyi Papers at the Regenstein
Library of The University of Chicago.

“Postmodern Ethics: Richard Rorty andMichagl Polanyi”.
John Rothfork. Southern Humanities Review (Winter

1995),val. 29, no. 1, pp. 15-34. Anabstract of thisarticle
appeared in the last issue of TAD. This article is now
available on WWW (and can be printed off ) at the
followingaddress: http://www.cramer.nmt.edu/~rothfork/
rorty.html

A conference on Polanyi to be heldin Sheffield, England
inMarch or April of 1998 isin the planning stages. TAD
will include details and a call for papers when this is
available. Interested partiesshouldwritetoR. T. Allen (at
theaddresslisted above) for additional preliminary infor-
mation.

ThePolanyi Society'selectronic discussionlist hasmade
clear that a growing number of scholarsareinterested in
links between the thought of Michael and Karl Polanyi.
TheKarl Polanyi Instituteof Political Economy, located at
ConcordiaUniversity, Montreal, Canada ([518] 848-2480)
will beholdingitssixthannual conferenceNovember 7-10,
1996. Theconferenceisentitled: “ Reciprocity, Redistribu-
tion and Exchange: Re-Embedding the Economy in Cul-
tureand Nature.” JamesStodder will begivingapaperin
a session entitled “ Substantive Formalizations: Polanyi
and the Anthropology of Economics.”

EndreNagy receivedaFulbright Fellowshiptocomefrom
Hungary totheUnited Statestowork onscholarly projects
related to the thought of Polanyi. Nagy spent six weeks
at the Regenstine Library at the University of Chicago
working in the Polanyi Papers. He will bein Berkeley,
California, inresidenceat Pacific School of Religionuntil
early June; Nagy isworking onaHungariantrandlation of
Science, Faith and Society and ishaving regular conver-
sationsabout Polanyi and socia philosophy withCharles
S.McCoy.



A new book, God and the Mind Machine, by John
Puddefoot will bepublishedinthefall andwill bereviewed
inTAD.

JamesHall hasrecovered remarkably andisnow ableto
participate in the Polanyi Society electronic discussion
group. Hisstory isalessontoremember and onwhichto
meditate. EnroutetotheKent State Polanyi Centennial in
April, 1991, where hewasto give a paper, he suffered an
unforeshadowed pontine (on the ventral surface of the
brain stem) stroke.

Recalling for usthat near fatal experience, Hall says. “It
was, curiously, theanniversary of my father’ sfatal stroke.
It was expected that | would die. Infact, | was asked to
choose whether | wished acomfortable death rather than
liveif my conditionneverimproved. Atthattime, my only
voluntary movement wastoblink my eyes. | felt mentally
unchanged. | chosetolive. My wife, my best friend, and
anold girlfriend flew to Akron to see me, presumably for
thelasttime. Elevendaysafter thestrokel wasfelt stable
enough to transport. A former patient had offered to air
evac meto Dallas, wherean old friend, aneurol ogist, met
us. At Zale-Lipshey Hospital atracheotomy wasdoneto
helpmeclear secretions. Atthesametimeastomachtube
wassurgically implantedfor that tube. Thetrachtubewas
removed on Christmaseve. After severa monthsin each
of twofacilities, | wasallowedatrial homevisit, then soon
discharged. Gradually, | recovered enoughtousemy right
hand and forefinger to operate a computer keyboard.”

Hall continuesto pursuehisinterestinrelating Polanyi to
Jung and to ESP. He welcomes any exchange on these
subjectsby “snail-mail” or e-mail. Address. JamesHall,
Box 7877 Inwood Station, Dallas, TX75209;
WBFL81A@PRODIGY.COM. All of thoseinthePolanyi
Society who have known James rejoicein this news and
look forward to his contributions to our thought and
discussions.



Preliminary Polanyi Society M eeting Notice

Althoughall thedetail sarenot yet worked out, thetentative schedul e bel ow outlinestheprogramfor theFall,
1996 Polanyi Soci ety meeting to beheldin conjunctionwiththeannual meeting of theAmerican Academy of Religion/
Society for Biblical Literaturein New Orleans. Thehotel and/or convention center roomsfor meetingsaswell asthe
final program will beincluded inthe next issue of TAD. Asin past years, paperswill not beread at meeting sessions
but can be ordered (for asmall fee) before the meeing.; paper discussion will beiniated by a designated respondent.
Itislikely that at |east somepaperswill beavailableviaFTP; anoticewill be posted on the Polanyi Society discussion
list (polanyi @sbu.edu). If you need additional information about plans for meetings, please contact David Rutledge,
Department of Religion, FurmanUniversity, Greenville, SC29613-1474 (fax: 803-294-3001, e-mail: rutledge david/
furman@furman.edu).

Friday evening, November 22, 1996 9-11 p.m.

Richard Gelwick, University of New England
“Polanyi and Postmodernism”

RonaldHall, FrancisMarion University
“ ThePrimacy of the Explicit: OnKeeping Romanticismat Bay”

Saturday morning, November 23, 1996 9:11:30 a.m.

Robert Martin, Y aleDivinity School
“The Pedagogical Significance of Personal Knowledge
for Theological Education”

Russell Willoughby, Claremont Graduate School
“Polanyi and Albert Bandera’



