ADA Minutes from 9/8/09
Faculty, Staff, Administrators and Community Members in Attendance:  Ellen Kisker, Mike Ritter, Don Winkie, Beth Wheeler, Jon Kelly, Evan Noynaert, Tom Wilson, Rick Gilmore, 
Students in Attendance:  Kyle Holland and Robin Wormsley
Ellen opened the meeting and had everyone introduce themselves. 
Ellen discussed the format of the agenda which included responses to the agenda items from the previous meeting. 
Mike reported that he had processed 69 students during the first 2 weeks of the semester.  He predicted that this number represents 50% of the students who will request services throughout the fall semester. 
Don reported that he is currently providing Adaptive Technology services for 24 students. This number represents a substantial increase from past semesters. Don stated that he is now able to obtain a large percentage of the books he needs from Recordings for the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D). This amounts to a substantial savings in time and money as well as a decrease in the amount of time it takes to deliver the converted texts to the students requesting them.  Don stated that he has been purchasing CD players from RFB&D at a cost of $269.00 per unit. These CD players are necessary because the audio books Don obtains from RFB&D are specifically formatted so that they can only be played on CD players obtained from RFB&D.  Don is working on transitioning from purchasing the CD players to purchasing software from RFB&D that students can use to play the CDs on their personal computer. This software costs $79.00 per unit which amounts to a savings of $190.00 per student. * Based on a follow-up conversation with Cori Criger, Mike will be discussing the possibility of reimbursement for these CD players and software from Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) when the purchases are made on behalf of students they serve. 
Don also mentioned that students who are qualified, can now borrow a digital recorder from the Adaptive Technology equipment loaner program.  Tom Wilson suggested that VR should be able to reimburse the university for digital recorders when the purchases are made on behalf of students they serve. * Based on a follow-up conversation with Cori Criger, Mike will be discussing the possibility of making the digital recorders available in the campus bookstore so that VR students can purchase them at the same time as they purchase their textbooks.  Cori mentioned that the bookstore already carries a digital recorder. Mike will discuss with Greg Nikes the possibility of increasing the bookstore’s inventory to support an increased demand for these recorders. 
Don mentioned that he really likes the new Academic Accommodation Request Form created by Mike.  The form shows the student’s name and student identification number as well as the specific accommodations for which the student has been approved. These forms are created using a secure PDF so they cannot be modified by students. The forms are emailed to the student and it is each student’s responsibility to print off sufficient copies to give to each instructor.  Debbie Webb in the Testing Center receives a copy of the form via email for each student who is qualified for testing accommodations. Cori Criger and Don Winkie receive a copy of each student’s form for students qualified to receive adaptive technology services.  This process has improved our ability to communicate with each other regarding student requests for services. The number of students visiting the ODS just to pick up their forms for the semester has also been reduced substantially. * The only downside to the new process is that Mike does not get to have as much person to person contact with his students.  
Tom mentioned that Mike had explained the new process to him and that is sounded very efficient. 
Ellen raised the issue of the pond behind the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) not being accessible for students with mobility impairments. The pond is primarily used by Biology 101 students during a lab experiment in which they take water samples from the pond and then return to the lab to study the contents of those samples. Mike mentioned that he had submitted a proposal to the MDC regarding this issue during the fall of 2008. The MDC has approved the project but as of this writing, there has not been any funding allocated to begin the necessary renovations. The proposal calls for the construction of 2 safe and accessible routes. The first being an accessible sidewalk that will connect the southernmost parking lot of the MDC property to the northernmost basketball court near the MWSU Commons building.  This will allow students a safe path of travel between MWSU and the MDC property without having to traverse McCarthy Drive. The second being an accessible sidewalk that will lead from the parking lot to the edge of, and possibly encircle, the pond. The goal of this project it to provide a safe and accessible route to the pond so that faculty, staff, students and visitors with mobility impairments can have an equitable experience enjoyed by people without disabilities. 
Student Kyle Holland uses a motorized scooter and he discussed his challenges with accessing the pond when he as enrolled in BIO101. Kyle stated that accessing the pond via wheelchair or scooter is unsafe.  
Rick Gilmore suggested that, until the project can be completed, it may be necessary for students who cannot access the pond, to ask their lab partner to collect the water sample on their behalf. He suggested that the primary learning experience takes place in the lab when the students study the water sample rather than during the collection of the sample.  
Accessible Parking 
Ellen stated that she and Mike have heard an increased number of complaints regarding a lack of sufficient accessible parking. The complaints seem to be specific to Eder, Popplewell , Murphy and Agenstein.  Ellen mentioned that 2 new accessible spaces have been added to the visitor parking lot on the south side of Eder. In addition, the Physical Plant created a reserved parking space for a student who drives a vehicle with a side-discharge ramp (for further explanation of why this was necessary, see Mike).   
Evan Noynaert raised the issue of insufficient and unsafe parking at Agenstein. He questioned why the construction workers are allowed to park in the newly constructed, fully accessible parking lot on the north side of Agenstein while faculty, staff, and students who actually need to park there are not allowed to do so. He also mentioned that the 2 spaces which are available on the west side of Agenstein, are not marked correctly and are frequently blocked by the vehicles of the construction workers. Evan further stated that people parking in these spaces are faced with having to navigate a very unsafe, heavily trafficked route to gain access to the front of the building. 
Kyle Holland mentioned that he had discussed the Agenstein parking situation with someone from ADA and someone from the Missouri Attorney Genreal’s office. Kyle stated that both people remarked that, by not providing sufficient parking for Agenstein, we are in violation of the ADA.  
Mike explained that his understanding of the ADA parking regulation is that, while all buildings do not have to have a parking lot, they do have to be connected to an accessible parking lot via an accessible route.  
Chris Feros Memorial Pavilion
It was discussed that the Chris Feros Memorial Pavilion had recently been made accessible by adding an accessible route from the pavilion to the parking lot. The pavilion is not currently accessible because it is within the construction site for the indoor practice facility. It is assumed that the pavilion will be even more accessible once the new construction is completed. 
Western Family Picnic Area 
Due to construction of the indoor practice facility, the location of the Western family picnic had been moved from the Chris Feros Memorial Pavilion to the grassy area between Potter and Looney.  Rick Gilmore commented that he had checked out the site and that it was fully accessible. The event was moved inside due to inclement weather so accessibility became a non-issue. 
Accessible Parking Signs
It was discussed that the new parking signs designating Reserved Accessible Parking are mounted lower than the recommended height of [60” from AFF (above the finished floor) to the bottom edge of the sign]. Mike will once again research the regulations as outlined in the ADA Amendments Act to verify this measurement.  
Rick Gilmore asked why the signs were mounted lower than the recommended height and that it was his understanding that we purchased new sign posts so that the signs could be mounted at the correct height. Mike explained that he had recommend that we purchase posts with multiple sign mounting locations so that the signs could be moved up or down as the regulations change. 
Service Provider and Vendor Vehicles 
It was discussed that service vehicles are not permitted to park in accessible parking spaces that have been reserved for people with disabilities. It was also noted that service vehicles are not permitted to park in access aisles that are adjacent to accessible parking spaces nor are they permitted to block curb cuts, curb ramps or any other part of an accessible route. Mike will send a memo to the Physical Plant regarding this issue.  Rick Gilmore stated that Carrie McMillian would be our point of contact to relay this information to our vendors. 
Accommodation Statement Added to MWSU Publications
It was discussed that the following statement would be added to all communications regarding events held on our campus, “If you need disability-related accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services at (816) 271-4330 at least 3 working days prior to the event”.
Rick Gilmore commented that accommodation expenses incurred by departments which generate their own revenue, should be charged to auxiliary services for that department or division.   
The next ADA Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 13th from 2:00 to 3:00 in Eder 208.
   





  


