








Western impacts health
and safety of region

Because of Western’s excellent record of training
professionals for health care and safety fields, the
university has a great impact

on community health and safety
throughout the region. 

In 2004, the university
partnered with Heartland Health
to admit 50 nursing students 
to the program each semester.
Over the past five years, Western
has provided over 100 graduates
from the nursing program to
Heartland, 49 of those in the 
past two years. 

“Without the nursing
program at Missouri Western 
State University in our community, 
we would not have had access to
many of the highly educated and
trained nurses we have on our team. The partnership between
Heartland and Missouri Western is the key to our ability to staff
properly, which enables us to provide better care for our
patients,” said Lowell Kruse, Heartland president and CEO. 

Several physicians in the region are graduates of Western.
For the past six years, the placement rate for students 
seeking entry into medical school has remained above the
national average.  

“Nothing is more important in education than a good
foundation. The classes at Western were smaller and the teachers
were more involved, helping to build that strong foundation,”
said Rob Schaaf, M.D. ’79. “Western was the place where I
learned to think and to develop the study habits I needed as    
I went on in medicine and life.”  

Western’s Regional Law Enforcement Academy trains
personnel for positions in, and upgrades skills for, local law
enforcement agencies. Since its affiliation with Western in 1995,
the Academy has trained more than 570 public safety officers. 

“Western was 
the place where  
I learned to think
and to develop  
the study habits 
I needed as I went
on in medicine
and life.”
Rob Schaaf, M.D., ’79
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• Approximately 25% of the
nursing staff at Heartland
Health graduated from
Western. 

• Because of a partnership
with Heartland Health,
Western has increased
the number of students
allowed in the nursing
program from 40 to 50
per semester. 

• The nursing department,
in partnership with
Heartland Health,
received one of six grants
in the state for $100,000
from the Missouri
Hospital Association
Center for Education. 

• Every student in the
nursing program
volunteers many hours of
service to community
agencies as part of their
community health course. 

• Last year, 255 Western
students from five
academic departments
worked one-on-one
with elementary students
in five St. Joseph
elementary schools as
part of Western's Healthy
Buddy program. Western
students met weekly
with the children to help
them make healthy
choices and improve
their self-esteem.

fishing stories. “We try to bribe them with
cookies to get them to stay longer,” Kay said.
“The interaction for Frank is wonderful.”  

The students are members of Western
faculty member Crystal Harris’ community
health course, one of the several avenues of
community service in the nursing department. 

Franklin’s visits were arranged through
Faith in Action, one of several nonprofit
agencies that partners with Western for
community service opportunities. Faith in
Action Director Martha Wakely said the
purpose of their organization is to provide
volunteer help for people who are living
at home so they can remain there as long
as possible. 

“We have a great need for volunteers, 
but it is not an easily acquired volunteer
group,” said Martha. That is why she is so
grateful to Western. “Everyone has wonderful
things to say about the nursing students. Most
(students) do more than their required hours.” 

Nursing students also help the St. Joseph
Buchanan County Health Department, home
health care organizations and hospices. They
also provide health and safety education
programs in the local schools. “When we
teach community health nursing, the
community is our client. The best way to
learn is to go out into the community, meet
clients and assess needs,” Crystal said. 
“I think they’re amazed at all the needs 
out there. The students see that they make 
a difference.” 

Martha said the students have
certainly made a difference in the lives of
the Goodwins and the other homes they
have visited.

“The nursing students are just a treasure.
I can’t say that enough,” she said. “They
ease loneliness with their freshness and
enthusiasm.”  

Nursing students
dispense care in
community

Perhaps those who most appreciate
Western’s nursing program are people
like Kay and Franklin Goodwin, who

have had firsthand experience with the
nursing students’ volunteer work in the
community, 

For several years, Kay has watched her
husband become more and more dependent
on her as his Parkinson’s disease has
steadily progressed, but she has remained
positive. “God has given me the help I need
as we go along,” she said. 

And for the past year, that help has
been Western nursing students. For an hour
each week, two students work with
Franklin to improve his range of motion,
but they also take the time to play
horseshoes with him and listen to his
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Our Vision
Missouri Western State University will set the standard for excellence in 

student development and community leadership.

Our Mission
Missouri Western State University is a learning community focused on students as individuals and as members of society. 

Western offers students at all stages of life the opportunity to achieve excellence in the classroom and beyond, as 
they prepare to be leaders in their work and in their communities. As a leader itself, Western is committed 
to the educational, economic, cultural, and social development of the people and the region that it serves.

Our Values
In fulfilling our mission and pursuing our vision, we the people of 
Missouri Western State University hold in common these values:

Service
We share the common purpose of serving students, 

one another, and the people of  the region.

Quality
We are committed to the quality of our programs, 

our student outcomes, and our partnership with the 
people in the region.

Enthusiasm
We are enthusiastic about learning 

and confident that we can make a difference in the 
lives of students through their learning.

Freedom
We promote the free exchange of ideas that make 
education liberating and democracy unique.

Respect
We act as individuals and as a campus 

community with respect for diversity and for the best
in human potential.

Courage
We seek the challenge and adventure of  

shaping the future with an increasingly 
global perspective. 
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