Missouri Western State University, Division of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Department of English, Foreign Languages, and Journalism

English 386-01: Creative Writing/Poetry

Spring 2010
Name: Meg Thompson Phone: 816-271-4316
Office: Eder 222M Email: mthompsonl4@missouriwestern.edu

Office Hours: T 3:30-4:30, 1-5 W/by appt. Mailbox: Eder 222A

I would not have been a poet
except that | have been in love
alive in this mortal world,

or an essayist except that |

have been bewildered and afraid,
or a storyteller had I not heard
stories passing to me through the air,
or a writer at all except

I have been wakeful at night

and words have come to me

out of their deep caves

needing to be remembered. ..

---Wendell Berry

Required texts/course materials
The Poet’s Companion: A Guide to the Pleasures of Writing Poetry by Kim Addonizio
and Dorianne Laux’

Ka-Ching by Denise Duhamel?

An open mind

Willingness to work

Pen and paper, everyday

Grade breakdown

Class participation/workshop response®: 30%
Four peer critiques: 20%

Duhamel book review: 20%
Final portfolio: 30%

! This text is fabulous. I do not often use “manuals” but I actually like what this one has to say. Don’t sell it
at the end of the semester. You won’t even get enough money to buy a six-pack. If you’re 21.

% Don’t sell this either.

® There is a lot to consider here. It is more than just coming to class. I’m also talking about general
alertness, listening, quizzes, commentary which sparks intelligent dialogue, contributions to the greater
good, not texting, not sleeping, participation in workshops/conferences, etc.



Absence/tardiness policy

My policy on absences is that if you miss more than two you will not get an A, if you
miss more than three you will not get a B. You get the idea. | take attendance every
single day.

My policy on tardiness is that it is irritating.

Communication
The best way to get in contact with me is university email. | check said email Monday
through Friday, 7:30 am — 3:30 pm. Make sure your university account is active.

Remember

A class learns to teach itself.

Don’t mistake kindness for weakness.
Writing is a process.

Spring 2010 Schedule*

Week 1
T, 1.19
Course intro
HW: Purchase course materials
R, 1.21
HW: Laux and Addonizio
Week 2

T,1.26
HW: Begin Duhamel, bring copies of poem for workshop

R, 1.28
Distribute poems for workshop
HW: Prepare for workshop

Week 3
T, 2.02
Workshop
R, 2.04
Workshop
HW: Prepare to turn in your critique
Week 4

T, 2.09
Workshop. Critique due.
HW: Laux and Addonizio

* Subject to change, with warning.



R, 2.11
HW: Duhamel
Week 5
T, 2.16
HW: Laux and Addonizio

R, 2.18
HW: Duhamel
Week 6
T,2.23
HW: Prepare to turn in book review, bring copies of poem for workshop

R, 2.25
Distribute poems for workshop. Book review due
HW: Prepare for workshop

Week 7
T, 3.02
Workshop

R, 3.04
Workshop
HW: Prepare to turn in your critique
Week 8

T, 3.09
Workshop. Critique due.
HW: Laux and Addonizio

R, 3.11
HW: Laux and Addonizio
Week 9
Classes cancelled for Spring Break

Week 10 (Mid-Term grades due March 24)
T,3.23
Mid-term
HW: Laux and Addonizio, bring copies of poem for workshop

R, 3.25
Distribute poems for workshop
HW: Prepare for workshop
Week 11 (Last day to withdraw is April 2)
T, 3.30
Workshop



R, 4.01
Workshop
HW: Prepare to turn in your critique

Week 12
T, 4.06
Workshop. Critique due.
HW: Laux and Addonizio
R, 4.08
HW: Laux and Addonizio
Week 13

T,4.13
HW: Bring in copies of poem for workshop

R, 4.15
Distribute poems for workshop. Discuss requirements for final portfolio
HW: Prepare for workshop

Week 14
T, 4.20
Workshop
R, 4.22
Workshop
HW: Prepare to turn in your critique
Week 15

T,4.27
Workshop. Critique due.
HW: Prepare to turn in your final portfolio

R, 4.29 (Final day of our class)
Final portfolio due
Week 16 (Final Grades due May 13)



