Critical Thinking Steering Committee
Attendance:
Dr. Martin Johnson, Dr. Steve Estes, Dr. Kaye Adkins, Dr. John 
Ellis, Dr. Jim Okapal, Jim Estes, Dave Tushaus, Dr. Diane Gorcyca, Dr. Dale Krueger, Dr. Phil Wann, Dr. Russ Phillips, Dr. Chris Godfrey, Dr. Brenda Blessing, Dr. Cindie Heider, and Barb Davis

Meeting called to order;
Tuesday, February 19, 3:30 p.m. - Dr. Johnson called the meeting to order.

Proposal from Faculty Senate:
Dr. Brenda Blessing distributed a copy of a proposal from the Faculty Senate.  The proposal had been initiated by Evan Noynaert and pertained to the MWSU AQIP action project, “Enhancing Academic Quality through Critical Thinking.”  The proposal has been tabled until this committee has had a chance to review it.  Discussion on the proposal included –

· Positive parts

· Point b:  difficult to make statement that portions of AQIP action project are not effective when no results are available.

· Concern

· Integration throughout major and content carried through to graduation

Meeting Minutes:
Dr. Estes announced that the previous meeting minutes were posted on the CT website.

Critical Thinking Awards and Recognitions:
Dr. Johnson distributed an outline of Critical Thinking Awards and Recognitions.  Listed on the handout:

· COL 101/151 Distinction in Critical Thinking, $25 award per student selected

· Critical Thinking Essay Contest, $250 award per student winner

· Faculty Excellence in the Teaching Critical Thinking Award (FETCT), $2,000 and a plaque

· Outstanding Faculty Implementation of Critical Thinking, $1,000 and a plaque

· Departmental Excellence in the Teaching of Critical Thinking Award, $3,000 and a plaque

Much discussion ensued.  Ideas brought forward –

· Definition of contemporary issue

· Possibility of $250 in the form of bookstore certificate

· In #1, include Honors 195

· Need for more flexibility in #2

· For awards #3 and #4, submit one set of materials

· Need to get faculty on board.  Need to advertise in student paper.

· Possibility of publishing essays

· Announce to freshmen at freshman convocation

· Look at topic for essay not related to class subjects.  Suggested topics:  tipping, election reform, or health care.

· Possibility of getting applicants for essay this semester.

· Professional development awards to faculty.  Funds to be used for research, support or professional materials.

· Department awards to be on a department basis, not on a discipline basis.  

· Related handout from Dr. Gorcyca

Additional comments are to be addressed to Drs. Johnson or Estes.  Dr. Johnson closed the discussion by stating he will try to get a group together to work on the essay contest.  

Adjournment:

The meeting adjourned at 4:30.  No date was set for the next meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara J. Davis

Administrative Coordinator

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

